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MOVING IN

Late summer brings students and their stuff. Hundreds of
staff and volunteers help first-time and returning students
settle in for the fall term.
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UP FRONT

PARTNERSHIP
WITH U.S. AIR
FORCE EXPANDS
OPTIONS FOR
MILITARY
Georgia Southern is partnering with the U.S.
Air Force to help active-duty, National Guard
and reserve personnel pursue education
through the General Education Mobile
(GEM) program.
GEM is a landmark partnership between
Air University, the Community College of the
Air Force, and civilian academic institutions.
Georgia Southern’s participation in the
partnership makes the University one of
only 96 institutions of higher learning where
airmen are approved to take classes remotely.
Georgia Southern offers both online and
traditional classes in each of the five required
general education areas: mathematics, written
communication, oral communication, social
sciences and humanities. Airmen are required
to complete 15 semester hours of general
education to earn an Associate of Applied
Science degree from the Community College
of the Air Force.
“GEM provides an outstanding
educational opportunity for today’s airmen,”
said Phil Gore, director of Military and
Veterans Affairs for the University. “The
service member earns a degree that will help
enhance their career and provides a solid
foundation for further studies.”
Additionally, members of the U.S. Air Force
will be able to take advantage of Georgia
Southern’s online classes, which provide the
flexibility members of the military often need
to complete their degrees.
“The military puts a lot of emphasis on higher
education, so it’s great to see Georgia Southern
partner with the U.S. Air Force,” said Ciara
Barrett, a member of the Georgia Air National
Guard studying rehabilitation sciences.
4
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NEW K-9 OFFICER REPORTS FOR DUTY
Meet Bear, the second K-9 officer to join the Georgia Southern University Police Department.
He’s a Belgian Malinois trained to detect explosives. Bear is the first K-9 officer assigned to
protect the Armstrong Campus, where he works alongside Patrol Officer Philip Garza. The K-9
officer was obtained through a partnership with the Chatham County Sheriff’s Office. Optima
Energy sponsored Bear's bullet and stab protective vest, which was obtained through the
nonprofit organization Vested Interest in K9s, Inc.

HURRICANE
HELP
More than 900 Georgia National
Guard soldiers and airmen
from nearly 40 units across the
state extended a much needed
helping hand in the aftermath
of Hurricane Michael. The relief
mission brought three Georgia
Southern alumni together in
hard-hit Donalsonville, Georgia,
near the Florida-Georgia border.
They included Brig. Gen. Randall
Simmons (’95), commander
of the Georgia Army National
Guard, Capt. Stephen Schiff (’13)
and Capt. Zachary Williams (’12).
They helped deliver emergency
supplies to hurricane victims
who needed food, water and
other life-saving aid.

GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY MAJ. WILLIAM CARRAWAY

Georgia Southern also hosted more than 150 students
from Albany State University, including members of the
Golden Rams football team. The team was able to practice
and prepare for its Oct. 14 game at Morehouse College (a
win). Albany State — which is located in Albany, Georgia,
and sits just over 100 miles north of the Florida gulf
coast — received heavy damage from Hurricane Michael,
closing the school for a week.
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NOW OPEN IN
STATESBORO: $33.6
Million Interdisciplinary
Academic Building
Georgia Southern University marked a new era
in September with the opening of the brand new
state-of-the-art Interdisciplinary Academic Building
(IAB). The three-story, 110,000-square-foot facility
is located near the Pedestrium between the Carroll
Building and the Information Technology Building on
the Statesboro Campus. The IAB provides teaching
space for a variety of academic programs, including
interior design, fashion merchandising and apparel
design, foreign languages, history, interdisciplinary
studies as well as an advisement center, lecture halls,
classrooms and offices. The IAB’s classroom spaces
are designed to encourage student-centered teaching
and learning and to foster collaboration across
disciplines on campus.

IT’S HANDSFREE ONLY FOR
GEORGIA DRIVERS
It is now illegal to hold or talk on your
cellphone while driving in Georgia. The
Hands-Free Georgia Act was signed into law
by Gov. Nathan Deal in Statesboro last May
with many Georgia Southern community
members in attendance. Texting, reading or
sending emails, posting on social media and
browsing the internet while behind the wheel
are prohibited. You can still use phones in the
car but must utilize hands-free features such
as Bluetooth, speakerphone, voice-to-text and
other hands-free setups. Drivers in Georgia
may also use GPS navigation and touch their
phones to dial, receive or end a call.
The families of five Georgia Southern
nursing students killed in a 2015 multivehicle crash on I-16 were invited to watch
Gov. Deal sign the bill that cracks down on
distracted drivers. Lobbying by the victims’
families played a key role in the legislative
debate on the Hands-Free Georgia Act.
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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UP FRONT

GRANT TO
ACCELERATE
START-UP
BUSINESSES IN
HINESVILLE

LEARNING THROUGH DOING

Aquaponics Center is a Learning Lab for Students
Students on the Armstrong Campus are feasting on various herbs and vegetables they
helped grow through the use of a sustainable method of agriculture called aquaponics. It
is a combination of fish farming (aquaculture) and soilless crop production (hydroponics).
Aquaponic farming involves raising fish in tanks and growing plants in the water. Waste from
the fish fertilizes the plants, and in turn the plants clean the water for the fish to live in.
The complex recirculating system of pipes, tanks and plant grow beds is located in a
4,100-square-foot greenhouse. The unique project by the Foram Sustainable Aquaponics
Research Center (SARC) is a joint venture between Georgia Southern and the Foram Group
Charitable Foundation.
“The core mission of SARC is to conduct cutting-edge research on strategies and
technologies that will advance the sustainability and profitability of aquaponics,” said SARC
senior scientist Heather Joesting, Ph.D.. “We involve students in all aspects of the facility where
we teach them marketable skills, such as basic research skills, and train them in aquaponics
maintenance. It is also our goal to increase awareness of the benefits of aquaponics through
educational tours to the community and partnerships with local schools.”
Student volunteers get hands-on experience growing and harvesting food using sustainable
farming technology. So far, they have produced sweet basil, green onions, jalapeno peppers,
lemon basil, Thai basil and Thai chilis, which have been used in food served on campus by
Eagle Dining Services.
6
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In September,
Georgia Southern
University and
the Hinesville
Development
Authority were
co-awarded
a $750,000
grant from
the U.S. Department of Commerce’s
Economic Development Administration.
The grant will help fund the construction
of a business incubator, led by Georgia
Southern’s Business Innovation Group
(BIG). The organization connects start-ups
with industry and faculty experts to assist
in various stages of business development.
Simultaneously, BIG provides University
student interns with hands-on experience
in starting a business.
The Hinesville Development Authority
is providing an additional $750,000 grant,
bringing the total to $1.5 million. The
business incubator will support overall
growth in the area.
The incubator will be located near
Georgia Southern’s Liberty Campus. The
new facility will house approximately
5,000 square feet to accommodate 12
new business clients.
BIG is committed to developing a
vibrant entrepreneurship and innovation
ecosystem for southeast Georgia. Through
innovative and entrepreneurial thinking,
BIG assists local communities in crafting
an ecosystem that will encourage
business start-ups and job creation
activities. By creating these opportunities,
business incubators provide physical
and developmental benefits to local
entrepreneurs.
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NEW ALUMNA NAMED WOODROW
WILSON TEACHING FELLOW
Bailey Kirk, who graduated in May, has enrolled in graduate school as a Woodrow Wilson
Teaching Fellow. The program recruits and prepares both recent graduates and career
changers to teach in the STEM fields — science, technology, engineering and math — in highneed Georgia high schools. Kirk is among 24 aspiring Georgia STEM educators selected for the
highly competitive fellowship.
Kirk, who grew up in Portsmouth, Virginia, is already student teaching in the Atlanta area
and hopes to have her master’s by next summer. She is teaching precalculus and AP statistics
to 11th and 12th graders and says she loves it.
“I plan on being a high school math teacher,” says Kirk, a graduate of the Georgia Southern
Honors Program. “My plans have always been to try to work in Title 1 schools, and with my
fellowship, I have to teach in them for at least three years within Georgia.”
The Woodrow Wilson Teaching Fellowship awards $30,000 to complete a specially designed
master’s degree program based on a yearlong classroom experience. Kirk is attending graduate
school at Georgia State University. After fulfilling her three-year teaching commitment, the
math major plans to pursue a doctoral degree and continue working in education. She wants to
work either in administration as a professor, or in politics, working for education reform.

CELEBRATING
STAFF

Georgia Southern University’s staff members
are dedicated to making the University a
special place for students. Hundreds of
employees gathered on both the Statesboro
and Armstrong campuses last May for the
annual staff appreciation picnics. They enjoyed
delicious food, fun, games and prizes. The Staff
Council hosts the event each year, right after
the end of the spring semester. Proceeds from
the raffle ticket sales support the Staff Council
Scholarship and Book Award.

G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E

GSM_2018_Fall_UpFront_v11.indd 7

7

11/13/18 2:06 PM

UP FRONT

TRUE BLUE
SPOTLIGHT

EMPOWERING THE COMMUNITY
Exiting the double doors of University Hall
on Georgia Southern University’s Armstrong
Campus in Savannah, a man carefully
wriggled new eyeglasses on as he looked
down and away from sunlight that pushed
through dark rain clouds above.
“Can you see better?” a camouflaged
military officer asked him before crossing
into the building.
“Oh, yeah,” replied the man. He had just
received an eye exam and prescription
glasses free of charge, compliments of
Operation Empower Health – Greater
Savannah. His head lifted high, he trailed off
campus, confidence in his step.
Thanks to the U.S. Department of
Defense’s 2018 Innovative Readiness
Training (IRT) Program, hosted on the
University’s Armstrong Campus and three
other sites across Chatham County from
May 10 through May 18, he and more than
1,500 other local residents have the gift of
clearer vision today.
In partnership with St. Joseph’s/Candler
(SJ/C), the City of Savannah, Garden City
and Savannah State University, the event
provided no-cost medical, dental, vision
and veterinary services to area citizens and
their pets. Led by Savannah’s 165th Airlift
Wing, other military partners included the
Army Reserve’s 3rd Medical Command from

8
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Atlanta, Multifunctional Medical Battalion
in Savannah, the Navy’s eyeglasses
fabrication unit from Virginia and the
Marine Corps Forces Reserves 4th Dental
Battalion from New Orleans.
The private-public initiative provided
26,000-plus procedures to more than
9,000 individuals and almost 3,000 animals
in an array of services that exceeded $4.5
million in cost. The sponsors of the program
provided space for the medical services and
a place for the troops to bed down and eat.
“It was pretty amazing,” said Georgia
Southern Health Informatics Program
Coordinator Paula Tillman, DNP. “We
found some patients who could not wait for
follow-up. They needed immediate attention
and we may not have had an appointment
nearby or a clinic available for them, but we
were able to coordinate with Sister Pat from
St. Joseph’s/Candler, making sure that we
could place them immediately.”
One gentleman was whisked to the
emergency department for immediate
assessment and care while another woman
with dangerously high blood pressure — a
chronic issue she knew about but didn’t
have the means to deal with — was delivered
to St. Mary’s Health Center, a unit of SJ/C,
within an hour.
A diabetic woman who before didn’t
have access to insulin broke down,

sobbing, after receiving a consultation, a
clinic appointment and arrangements for
ongoing care.
“She was so excited,” relayed Tillman.
“The fact that she could not only get care
here, but also when the event was over. We
were able to connect her with a primary
medical care home for the long-term.”
Georgia Southern Health Sciences and
Kinesiology Professor Janet Buelow, Ph.D.,
co-wrote the initial proposal requesting
the IRT program to come to the Armstrong
Campus in 2016 with Sister Mary-Anne
of S/JC. They described the poverty rates
in various neighborhoods of Savannah, as
well as the area’s greatest healthcare needs,
which, she said, fall under the scope of
dental services.
“Each week in the emergency
departments we see patients in great pain
with dental abscesses, yet they can’t afford a
dentist, ” noted Buelow.
For a holistic portrait of area needs,
patients were asked to fill out a form about
access, or lack thereof, to transportation,
food and other corresponding areas. They
were assisted by 85 Georgia Southern
Waters College of Health Professions
undergraduate and graduate students who
earned credit hours for their participation.
— MELANIE SIMÓN
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THEN & NOW

TECH HAPPENS
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UP FRONT

INTRODUCING THE

PARKER COLLEGE
OF BUSINESS
$5 Million Gift—the
Single Largest in
University History—
‘Signifies New
Partnership’
Greg Parker, president, founder and CEO
of The Parker Companies in Savannah
has given the Georgia Southern University
Foundation, Inc. a $5 million gift for the
College of Business. The gift is the single
largest gift in University history. The
University System of Georgia Board of
Regents approved the name of the Gregory
M. Parker College of Business at Georgia
Southern University.
Parker is known for his commitment to
technology, innovation and charitable giving,
and the new name ties the college to a
successful entrepreneur and to a brand that
is associated with high-quality service
and products.
“At Georgia Southern, we’re focused on
student success and meeting the workforce
needs of our region and the state,” says
Georgia Southern University President
Shelley C. Nickel. “This bold investment in
our students will increase that effort and
provide even greater opportunity for the
leaders and entrepreneurs of tomorrow.”
“The $5 million gift signifies a new
partnership between The Parker Companies
and the college. It will enhance the quality of
teaching and learning and scholarly activities
while raising the profile of the Parker College
of Business and Georgia Southern University
across the region, state and nation,” adds
Allen C. Amason, dean of the college. “This
partnership is a significant step forward in
preparing more highly-qualified students for
the workforce.”
With a diverse student population that is
representative of Georgia’s population, the
new funding will establish the Parker Business
Scholars Program, Parker Business Scholarship
10
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Greg Parker, president, founder and CEO of The Parker Companies in Savannah, and
Allen Amason, dean of the Gregory M. Parker College of Business, sign the historic agreement.

Fund and Parker Faculty Support Fund,
allowing Georgia Southern students to excel
in the areas of professional development and
scholarship, while faculty research remains
at the forefront of the college’s dedication to
current trends in business and teaching.
“By making this gift to the College of
Business at Georgia Southern University,
I hope to make a lasting impact on the
business
community
in coastal
Georgia,”
states Parker.
“I truly
believe in
education’s
power to transform lives and have a
strong commitment to giving back to the
community.”
The Parker Business Scholarship
Program (PBSP) will provide personalized
professional development and educational
enrichment opportunities to a select
group of students in the Parker College of
Business. Implementation of the PBSP will

begin in fall 2019 and include specialized
coursework, unique professional development
opportunities and other experiential learning
activities. The Parker Companies, along with
the dean of the college, will have direct
involvement with the PBSP students.
The Parker Business Scholarship Fund
will enable recruiting and retention of greater
numbers of the best and brightest students
and will attract
students with
the potential
for competitive
offers from other
universities,
making the
Parker College
of Business a destination of first choice for
students across the state and region.
The Parker Faculty Support Fund will
support the faculty members and their
research. Research is essential to the
academic reputation of the college, to the
scholarly currency and legitimacy of the
faculty, and to the overall value proposition of
the college as a leading academic institution.
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THIS IS A HISTORIC TIME FOR GEORGIA SOUTHERN, and I am proud to serve as its

Interim President during our first year as a fully consolidated University.
We are at a pivotal moment as an institution, one where the implementation of our plans will
determine who we are and what we become. We are now the largest University south of Atlanta,
with 141 programs serving nearly 26,500 students across three campuses.
Georgia Southern’s main priority remains student success. Our goal is to provide more
citizens with post-secondary degrees and practical training needed for the workforce. There
is no greater benchmark of a University than a graduate with a great career, and we want our
students to succeed in the classroom, in hands-on training and in the real world.
Georgia Southern is investing $4.1 million in the Student Success Plan, expanding upon
our current programs, services and support systems for students as well as developing
new ways to help our students stay on track academically and financially, and guide
them to grow in resilience and persistence.
We are investing another $2.5 million in the Regional Academic Plan, which
established workgroups in several disciplines, partnering with business and
industry to expand our programs to meet workforce needs. This helps give our
students the skills and knowledge they need to succeed in the new economy.
This is just a snapshot of the future we are creating here at Georgia
Southern. It’s a great time to be here, and I am excited for what lies ahead.
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Shelley C. Nickel

BIOGRAPHY

Shelley C. Nickel is the Interim President of Georgia
Southern University. Nickel previously served as the
University System of Georgia’s executive vice chancellor
for strategy and fiscal affairs and treasurer for the Board
of Regents, where she provided strategic leadership
and policy guidance for the Board and the System’s
26 institutions.
Nickel has served in a wide range of administrative
positions in Georgia. She was appointed Interim President
of Gordon College, a USG liberal arts college serving
5,000 students. She was also appointed by former
Governor Sonny Perdue as director of the Governor’s
Office of Planning and Budget for the state of Georgia, the
highest state office in budget planning and management.
Nickel also served as president of the Georgia Student
Finance Commission, which is responsible for the state’s
scholarship, grant and loan programs, including the
nationally known HOPE Program.
She is a graduate of Penn State University, where
she earned a bachelor’s and master’s degree in Public
Administration. She is a life member of the Penn State
Alumni Association and served on the College of Liberal
Arts Alumni Society Board.

PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH UPDATE

As Georgia Southern moves forward, the University is actively searching
for the new leader that will guide us into the future.
In August, the Board of Regents named the Presidential Search
Committee and employed the services of the executive leadership firm
Witt/Kieffer to assist the committee. On August 29, USG Chancellor
Steve Wrigley charged the committee with recruiting the next president,
saying, “Georgia Southern University needs a leader who understands the
importance of working with students, faculty, staff and supporters as the
institution grows its academic mission and footprint in southeast Georgia.”
In September, the committee held listening sessions on the three
campuses. There has been a good response from faculty, staff, students
and the community, who have been able to fill out the Presidential Survey
online, give face-to-face feedback, ask questions and make suggestions.
Subsequently, the committee has formalized the position description
and posted the position for a national search. When the position
closes, the committee will review the candidates, identify and interview
semifinalists, and submit the names of three to five candidates to the
Board of Board of Regents’ Special Committee to review and make the
final selection.
Georgia Southern, the Board of Regents, and the committee members
are dedicated to finding a leader who will keep our focus on student
success — Georgia Southern’s most important goal.
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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F E AT U R E S

WHAT ‘RIGHT’
LOOKS
LIKE
Alumnus Lt. Gen. Leslie Smith
is Highest-Ranking Military Official
in University History
Lt. Gen. Leslie C. Smith (‘85) is charged with a
mission unimaginable to many of us.
As the 66th Inspector General of the U.S.
Army, Smith works for the Secretary of the
Army and is tasked with the enhancement of
total readiness for 1.2 million Army soldiers
and civilians stationed around the world. He’s
the highest-ranking military official Georgia
Southern has ever produced. Out of more
than 6,000 second lieutenants commissioned
in 1983, Smith is one of only 52 who have
reached the rank of general.
Smith’s ascent to Army leadership would
have proven an improbable path for anyone.
But considering the challenges he faced at a
young age, and the humble beginnings from
which he emerged, the achievement is even
more remarkable.
When Smith was only five years old, his
father, Calvin, a veteran of the Korean War,
died suddenly. In his absence, Smith’s mother,
Lillie, raised her three children on her own,
and worked hard to create an environment
where they could succeed. To hear Smith tell
the story, however, it was all part of a plan — a
higher calling in his life.
“I tell my kids all the time, you got to go
through in order to get to what God wants
you to do,” he said. “So while you’re going
through it, you don’t understand. Why do
you have to be the guy to go make the first
step? Because you know the way is already
paved for you to do it.”
For Smith, the way was paved by his family
and his community, who expected great
things from him, who invested in his life, and
who taught him “what right looks like.”
Though his father wasn’t there to help him,
Smith had the benefit of his father’s large
family — 10 brothers and sisters. They kept
him tethered to his father’s memory, and
instilled a sense of pride in his heritage.
Calvin Smith was born and raised in
Mound Bayou, Mississippi, which holds
a special place in African-American
12
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history. Founded by former slaves in 1887,
Mound Bayou was designed to be a selfreliant, autonomous, all-black community,
populated by entrepreneurs who had a
vision for progress. Renowned educator and
intellectual Booker T. Washington praised it
as a model of “thrift and self-government,”
and former President Theodore Roosevelt
called it “The Jewel of the Delta.”
Every summer, Smith traveled from his
hometown of Atlanta to visit Mound Bayou and
reconnect with his history. With every visit,
the town and his family came to serve as the
foundation upon which his character was built.
“We didn’t know as kids growing up the
things that we needed to do,” said Smith. “But
we knew that there were high expectations.
Because from that family, those 10 brothers
and sisters, one was the dean of Alcorn
State University College of Mathematics.
Another worked for FedEx and then became
a postman. Another worked down on the
farm. Another was a teacher in Memphis and

“You know, your
competence and
commitment you
get over time. Your
character is what
your family helps you
develop, and all those
things come together
into developing an
Army leader.”

her husband drove trucks. So there were high
expectations that were there.”
A large part of his father’s legacy was
military service, and several of Smith’s family
members served in different branches of
the military, including his brother and sister.
Lola, who served in the Marine Corps for
three years, led a charter elementary school
and now is a teacher in Atlanta. His younger
brother, Lawrence, served three years as an
Army officer and now serves in the business
field in Orlando.
Smith pursued the call to military service
in high school, and joined the Junior ROTC
program at Frederick Douglass High School in
Atlanta. He later entered Georgia Southern’s
newly reinstated ROTC program in 1981 on
the Simultaneous Membership Program,
which allowed him to become a second
lieutenant in two years while serving in the
Georgia Army National Guard.
At Georgia Southern, Smith found a mentor
in Sgt. First Class William Saunders, who
taught him what it meant to be a good soldier
and to strive for excellence in any mission.
As a young soldier in Vietnam, Saunders lost
most of his platoon. Due to that experience,
he focused on developing great officers to
lead in the Army.
“We were focused on the mission because
of him,” said Smith. “He told us, ‘You will
be a Lieutenant if you’re going to be in my
program...you have to be the best in the job.
You have to be squared away. You have to
exercise. You have to do what things you need
to do because that’s what the nation needs
you to do.’”
After graduation, Smith was assigned as a
Chemical Officer, which drew jeers from his
classmates. “They gave me a brochure and
said, ‘Hey! You’ll be wearing your gas mask
all day! Hahaha!” Leaning on the lessons he’d
learned at Georgia Southern, however, Smith
took the job seriously, and worked to be the
best in his division.
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Lt. Gen. Leslie C. Smith flanked by his wife, Venedra (left) and mother, Lillie (right).

By the summer of 2001, Smith had
worked his way up to Commander of the 83rd
Chemical Battalion, and reported to Fort
Polk, Louisiana, to assume command. Just a
few months later, on 9/11, all of his previous
training was put to the test. After the terrorist
attacks, Smith’s unit deployed soldiers to Iraq,
Afghanistan, Jordan and other parts of the
world every 90 days. And in the wake of the
anthrax scares all over the country, his unit
deployed to the Pentagon, where they set up
bio-detection systems on all five corners of
the building.
“It changed our way of life,” he said. “It
changed the military way of life. I think it
shook the foundation of the United States, and
it really tested us to do what we needed to do.”
Smith spent the rest of his career in the
Chemical Corps, serving on staff in the Army
G-8, as the Deputy Division Chief and Chief
of the NBC Branch for the Full Dimensional
Protection Division. In 2005, he assumed
command of the 3rd Chemical Brigade at Fort

Leonard Wood, Missouri, and later served as
the G-3, 20th Support Command for CBRNE
(Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear,
and High-Yield Explosives), and the 25th Chief
of Chemical and Commandant of the United
States Army CBRN School.
He became the first Chemical Officer to
command the 20th Support Command, and
the first Chemical Officer to command the
Maneuver Support Center at Fort Leonard
Wood, Missouri. He was appointed Deputy
Inspector General in 2015, and assumed the
role of the Inspector General in February
of 2018.
“People always say, ‘Well, what was your
favorite assignment?’ I said, ‘All of them!’ I
mean, some of them may have been harder,
but they were good assignments because they
helped prepare you for what you are going to
do,” said Smith. “You know, your competence
and commitment you get over time. Your
character is what your family helps you

develop, and all those things come together
into developing an Army leader.”
No matter how far Smith has ascended
in the Army ranks, he always makes time to
invest in others. Even before his daughter Tori
attended Georgia Southern and graduated
in May, Smith would visit his alma mater
at least once a year to speak to cadets,
business students or anyone else he felt he
could inspire. He’s hosted groups from the
Boy Scouts and other organizations, and was
recently added to the Boys and Girls Clubs of
America Alumni Hall of Fame.
It’s the way he gives back to the people who
helped him become who he is today.
“If you help somebody else, you think
you’re helping them but you’re really helping
yourself,” he said. “You’re not only helping
yourself, but you’re helping your family and
all those other people who come behind you
— because investment in others is how you
move forward.” — DOY CAVE

DISCLAIMER: The views expressed by Lt. Gen. Smith in this article are his personal views
and do not necessarily represent the views of Department of Defense or its components.
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FROM SAVANNAH TO
HOLLYWOOD AND BACK
Alumnus Stratton Leopold Adds Local Flavor
Distinguished Armstrong Alumni Award
recipient, film producer and owner of
Savannah’s legendary Leopold’s Ice Cream,
Stratton Leopold (‘64) is no stranger to the
bright lights of Hollywood.
With more than 60 film and TV credits
to his name, he previously served as a
Paramount Pictures executive vice president
and an executive producer for blockbuster
films “Mission Impossible III,” “The Sum of
All Fears” and “Paycheck,” among others.
At present, he is independently producing
films, including adaptations of a nonfiction
New York Times bestseller and a book by the
venerable Naval Institute Press.
“At this stage in my career I am fascinated
by memoirs and stories that have meaning and
have changed people's lives,” said Leopold.
Gov. Nathan Deal also appointed Leopold
as chairman of the Georgia Film Advisory
Board, which oversees the state’s $9.5 billion
film and TV industry.
Yet, it was as a liberal arts transfer student
on the historic Armstrong Mansion campus
that Leopold first offered a glimpse of an
impending career in the spotlight. Landing
the lead role as the “King of the Birds” in a
classical, English-translation staging of the
comedy “The Birds,” written by ancient Greek
classicist Aristophanes, he also played a title
character in the two-act musical, “Leave it to
Jane,” on the Jenkins Theater stage, located
just behind the mansion.
Armstrong College, a two-year institution
at the time, wasn’t initially in the cards for
Leopold, who began his college career at
Vanderbilt University as a pre-med major.
However, he returned to Savannah following
the death of his father, a Greek immigrant
who opened Leopold’s Ice Cream with his
brothers in 1919 at the streetcar crossing of
Gwinnett and Habersham Streets. Leopold’s
intentions were to return to collegiate studies
in Nashville, “but life got in the way,” and he
enrolled here in Savannah to be close to home
in order to assist with the family business.
By the time Leopold graduated from
Armstrong, the theater bug was fully
embedded and he headed to New York

to pursue a job in entertainment. Soon
introduced to the film business, he was enticed
to move to Atlanta in the early ‘70s, where he
and a handful of other novices launched the
state’s fledgling film and TV industry.
“There was a small group of us who started
it, but none of us knew what we were doing,”
he said with a laugh. “This was when Burt
Reynolds was starting to make movies and
Atlanta had just formed a film commission.”

Available
for You

True Blue ice cream is available for
purchase in Statesboro at GUS Mart in
the Russell Student Union and the IT
Building, as well as Armstrong Campus’
Student Union. Leopold’s will donate a
percentage of True Blue ice cream sales
to alumni scholarships.
Without a guide map, Leopold and his
peers developed the blueprint for Georgia’s
film advisory committee today, drafting tax
incentives and touting the state’s diverse set
of location sites and quality of life.
Leopold’s skill set also expanded as he
became a casting agent, location scout and
production manager across the region for 12
years. He was involved in films like “The Big
Chill” and “Wise Blood” with legends like
director John Huston.

Eventually, Hollywood called. Over the next
several decades, Leopold’s career veered into
producing, which took him on location shoots
around the world. This included stints in Italy
with Robin Williams to film “The Adventures
of Baron Munchausen” and a year-and-a-half
commitment to produce “Mission Impossible
III,” starring Tom Cruise.
While Leopold is happy to share animated
stories about Williams’ Italian-accented
improv routines at Rome’s airport terminal
and behind-the-scene takes on Cruise’s
daredevil stunts, there’s a particular twinkle
in his eye when he talks about his family’s ice
cream shop. The locale has been hailed one
of the best ice cream spots in the country by
Travel & Leisure, Forbes, Thrillist, Food and
Wine, Saveur, Martha Stewart Weddings, USA
Today and The Travel Channel. The Toronto
Sun ranked Leopold’s as one of the top five
ice cream shops in the world.
The Leopold’s Ice Cream umbrella now
harbors a flagship store on Broughton Street
in downtown Savannah, featuring props and
photos from Leopold’s movie shoots, a stateof-the-art creamery where they produce the
family’s secret, small-batch ice cream recipes
for the store and nationwide online shipping
orders and catering services. They are also
currently restoring the original shop location.
Leopold’s pride in his family’s business
stems from producing quality ice cream
and from its legacy of giving back to the
community, especially educational initiatives.
During Georgia Southern’s Homecoming
game in October, the University and Leopold’s
Ice Cream unveiled True Blue ice cream,
which features Leopold’s handcrafted
lemon custard ice cream filled with whole
blueberries and toasted almond slices. The
customized ice cream colors are a direct nod
to the history and coming together of Georgia
Southern’s multiple campuses.
“We are excited to partner with Georgia
Southern,” said Leopold. “Education is one
of cornerstones of what we believe in and to
have a partner such as Georgia Southern is an
honor.” — MELANIE SIMÓN
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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FINDING
FULFILLMENT IN
THE CLASSROOM
Alumna Tanesha Osborne
Named Teacher of the Year

SENIOR LECTURER TANESHA OSBORNE, PH.D., wanted to

be an engineer. That was before she fell in love with chemistry as
a magnet high school student in Augusta, Georgia. Her academic
program required five years’ worth of math and science in four years
of high school.
“My advanced chemistry class was the first time I had a chance
to do chemistry lab, and I really liked the hands-on aspect,” said
Osborne. “The one lab that always sticks out involved making
aspirin, where you basically start with nothing and end up with
something that is quite useful. That is the point where I started to
develop a love for chemistry.”
Osborne’s passion for chemistry is obvious to the students
in her Georgia Southern University classroom. She is the latest
recipient of the Wells/Warren Professor of the Year Award, which
is selected each spring by the University’s students. The professor
knew she was one of four finalists for the award, but said she was
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shocked when they called her name during Honors Day Convocation
on the Statesboro Campus.
“I do not go into the classroom looking for accolades,” she said. “It
is always good to get them, but that is not my intention. Hearing my
name announced as Professor of the Year actually made me tear up
because it helped me realize that what I am doing is not in vain, and
that my efforts are appreciated.”
The award-winning professor is a Georgia Southern alumna who
earned a bachelor’s in chemistry in 2003. She completed her doctoral
studies at the University of South Carolina. While working as a teaching
assistant in graduate school, Osborne recognized her gift for teaching.
She returned to her alma mater ten years ago, and teaches Survey of
Chemistry to undergraduates.
“I do not always go into lectures using big scientific terms,” she
explained. “I try to utilize ‘non-scientific’ examples that students may
be familiar with, and show them how it correlates to a specific chemical
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concept. For instance, I may ask the students how many grilled
cheese sandwiches could I make if I have five slices of bread and
eight slices of cheese? This is something that they are familiar
with and can be used for a number of chemical concepts. I then
show them how to relate it to the concept being discussed.”
Osborne balances her career with raising her young daughter.
She is grateful to have found success in teaching and service at
Georgia Southern where her college education began. She said
the most rewarding thing about her profession is watching her
students excel.
“You always have the highs and the lows but I will say that my
highs definitely outweigh the lows,” she noted. “I have former
students who just graduated from medical school and some have
graduated with their nursing degrees and they are working. I see
how I played a role in their future and that means a lot.”
— SANDRA BENNETT

“I utilize ‘non-scientific’
examples that students may be
familiar with — and show them
how it correlates to a specific
chemical concept.”
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SOMETHING
TO
BELIEVE
IN
Alumnus Josh McCain Quits High-Powered
Job to Start Nonprofit for Active-Duty
Special Operations Forces
IN MARCH OF 2015, Josh McCain (‘09) was looking
for something more.
It was a curious time to be searching. He and his
wife had moved to New York City in 2012 and found
remarkable success. He was the director of business
development for a large health care company, and in
almost three years on the job, he had increased their
revenue by leaps and bounds. He had received major
awards and had been placed on the city’s who’s who
lists, including King of Kings County in Brooklyn and
40 Under 40. He had essentially conquered one of the
toughest cities in the world.
Still, he couldn’t shake his restlessness.
“That offer, that job, single-handedly changed
my life,” he said. “And after I got my bonus and my
paychecks and all that stuff, I just realized my heart
wasn’t there, and I was looking for something else.”
It was a visit with his brother-in-law that began
to stir McCain’s heart. A soldier in the Special
Operations Forces (SOF), his brother-in-law had just
returned from his 14th deployment at the time, and
the effects were becoming obvious. Each deployment
seemed to be wearing him down more, and McCain
couldn’t stand watching him suffer. He decided to do
something about it.
McCain grew up in Bozeman, Montana, in the
heart of the Rocky Mountains, and remembered the
restorative power it had on his life. He wondered what
resources were available for active-duty soldiers like his
brother-in-law to decompress and recharge during their
two-week block leave before and after deployment. He
interviewed more than 60 SOF personnel, and found
their resources were minimal at best.
In June of 2015, McCain filed the paperwork for
Big Sky Bravery, a nonprofit organization dedicated to
giving active-duty SOF soldiers personalized outdoor
recreation experiences in the wide-open spaces of
Montana. In October of 2015, he and his wife quit their
jobs, moved from New York to Bozeman, and hit the
ground running.
“For us to get those first three soldiers out, it took
everything we had,” he said. “And I was more persistent
trying to get that approved than I was in selling
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anything in my entire career. I sat outside of a department store
for about six months, any day that I was able to do it, trying to sell
raffle tickets or jingling a bell like I was working for the Salvation
Army. I ended up getting the first program funded doing that.”
At the time of this interview, McCain had just completed
his 17th weeklong program, which had hosted a total of 76 SOF
soldiers in three years of operation. These soldiers are selected
by the Department of Defense, and engage in a wide range of
activities, including skiing, ATV riding, hiking and climbing, all
with equipment and gear from Big Sky Bravery sponsors. The
activities vary in intensity and difficulty based on the soldiers’
age and what kind of experience they’re looking for.
For the soldiers, taking a week from their block leave, and
time with their families, seemed to be having a real impact. But
McCain didn’t realize the true impact of Big Sky Bravery until
he heard from one of the soldier’s wives. He wasn’t sure how the
conversation would go, and worried he was going to get an earful
about keeping her husband away from home.
“She said, ‘I’m going to be very short and to the point when I
say this,’” he recalled. “‘I would rather have my husband here 100
percent mentally for one week than zero percent for two weeks.
And whatever you
did when he was out
there changed his
outlook and changed
his life. He was able to
breathe when he got
home. That last week
he was with us was
one of the best weeks
of our marriage, and
I’ll never be able to thank you enough.’”
Since starting Big Sky Bravery, McCain and his wife have burned
through all their savings. He’s held down three jobs while trying to
keep the organization afloat and keep a roof over his family’s heads.
While leading these programs, he’s broken his back, dislocated
his shoulder twice, fractured his tibia, torn his MCL, sprained his
ACL and suffered a concussion. He knows there’s no guarantees of
success, but the work has all been worth it.
“The only thing for us that is guaranteed is we know that when
somebody gets off that airplane, there’s a reason why they’re
here,” he said. “And it’s up to us to figure it out as fast as possible
how we’re going to help them when they get off the plane,
because we know everyone has a story, and they were all selected
for a reason.”
McCain, who was named a Georgia Southern 40 Under 40
honoree in 2016, still has big plans for Big Sky Bravery. This year,
he’ll hire another program leader, a former SOF soldier who can
free up McCain for a little decompression of his own. He also hopes
to build a lodge in Big Sky, Montana, where program alumni can
come and bring their families to share their experience with them.
It’s a big dream, McCain admits, but when you believe in
something, you’ll do anything to see it happen.
“Yeah, I think I’m going to have to ding that bell a few more
times outside the department store,” he said. — DOY CAVE

“I just realized my
heart wasn’t there,
and I was looking
for something else.”
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Of Georgia Southern’s 120,000
living alumni, more than 50,000
are under 40 years of age.
The Alumni Association
recently honored its Class of
2018 40 under 40, representing
the excellence of the University’s
young alumni and demonstrating
the positive contributions
and achievements for which
University graduates are known.
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DAYNA S.
ALEXANDER, DR.P.H.

CAROLINE BEVILLARD

Georgia Southern University
2011 B.S. Sport Management
2013 M.Ed. Higher Education
Associate Athletic Director
University of Southern Mississippi
Hattiesburg, MS

Georgia Southern University
2014 Dr.P.H. Public Health
Behavioral Scientist
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention
Atlanta, GA

JENNIFER LAUREN BANKS

JEFF BUSH

Georgia Southern University
2007 BSEET Electrical Engineering
Technology
Quality Compliance Audit Manager
Delta Air Lines, Delta Material
Services
Atlanta, GA

Armstrong State University
2013 B.A. Economics
Chief Operating Officer
Parker’s
Savannah, GA

JOSEPH CHIARIELLO
Georgia Southern University
Armstrong State University
2007 BFA Graphic Design
Graphic Designer
U.S. Patriot Tactical
Columbia, SC

KATIE CHILDERS

Georgia Southern University
2011 MBA Business
Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy and
Legislative Affairs
Office of Governor Nathan Deal
Atlanta, GA

JAMES R. DAVIS, M.D.

Georgia Southern University
2008 B.A. Chemistry
Surgeon
South Georgia Medical Center
Valdosta, GA

JOHN L. CORNELIUS

Georgia Southern University
2001 BSEET Electrical Engineering
Technology
Distribution Manager
Georgia Power Company—Metro
East Region
Atlanta, GA
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MAJOR VICTORIA
EDWARDS

MATT DONALDSON

Georgia Southern University
2013 BBA Finance
Assistant Vice President, Controller
Durden Banking Company, Inc.
Twin City, GA

Georgia Southern University
2006 B.S. Community Health
Personnel Systems Manager
Asymmetric Warfare Group
Ft. Meade, MD

ROBERT GOOLSBY

Georgia Southern University
2007 BSIT Knowledge Management
and IT Integration
2013 MBA Business Administration/
Web
Vice President, Professional Services
Fiserv
Alpharetta, GA

ALEX GROVENSTEIN
Georgia Southern University
2002 B.S. Public Relations
Auctioneer
Brooklet, GA

DEAN HUDSON

MATTHEW PERRY HEIL

Georgia Southern University
2006 BBA Logistics/Intermodal
Transportation
2011 MBA Business Administration
Regional Business Manager
J.B. Hunt Transport
Atlanta, GA

Georgia Southern University
2001 B.M. Performance
Special Bandsman
U.S. Army
Washington, DC

JON HERSCHELL

Georgia Southern University
2005 B.A. Political Science
2008 MPA Public Administration
Assistant City Manager
City of Hartwell, GA
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JONATHAN W. JUDY

Georgia Southern University
2006 B.S. Public Relations
Chief Technology and Information
Officer
Tift County Board of Education
Tifton, GA
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KATHRYN LANIER, PH.D.
Georgia Southern University
2012 B.S. Chemistry
Director of STEM Education
Outreach
Southern Research
Birmingham, AL

ADRIAN R. KING

MEMORY DAWN LITTLES

Georgia Southern University
2013 B.A. International Studies
Public Health Program Associate
Rollins School of Public Health,
Emory University
Atlanta, GA

Georgia Southern University
2003 B.S. Broadcasting
2008 M.Ed. Higher Education
Director of Student Activities
Georgia Southern University
Statesboro, GA

KYLE LOPEZ

Georgia Southern University
2006 B.S. Physics
Research Scientist
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta, GA

BRITTNEY MOBLEY, ED.D.

Georgia Southern University
2003 B.S.Ed. Early
Childhood Education
2004 M.Ed. Educational Leadership
2010 Ed.D. Curriculum Studies
Principal, Taylors Creek Elementary
Liberty County Board of Education
Hinesville, GA

BEAU LEYSE

Georgia Southern University
2009 B.S. Health Science
Pataula Adult Felony Drug Court
Coordinator
Randolph County
Albany, GA

NANDI MARSHALL, DR.P.H.
Georgia Southern University
2012 Dr.P.H. Public Health
Assistant Professor of
Public Health
Georgia Southern University
Savannah, GA

M. WAYNE MURPHY JR.
Georgia Southern University
2004 BBA Management
Branch Manager
Queensborough National
Bank & Trust Company
Savannah, GA
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DOMINIQUE A. QUARLES

PAUL NEWMAN

Georgia Southern University
2011 B.S. Biology
2013 M.Ed. Higher Education
Director of Diversity
and Inclusion
University of Georgia
Athens, GA

Georgia Southern University
2005 BBA Marketing/Sales—Sales
Management
Owner/Broker
Statesboro Real Estate
Statesboro, GA

DEBORAH M.
RODRIGUEZ GARCIA

W. WESLEY OLLIFF

Georgia Southern University
2007 BBA Management
Senior Vice President, Commercial
Lending
Colony Bank
Savannah, GA

CLINTON DARRELL ROUSE

KUTINA RUHUMBIKA

Georgia Southern University
2004 B.S. Natural and Cultural
Resource Management
Park Manager
Richard B. Russell State Park
Elberton, GA

Georgia Southern University
2002 BBA Marketing/Fashion
Merchandising
Vice President of People
Barteca Restaurant Group
New York, NY

CHRISTOPHER
ROGERS, M.D.

Georgia Southern University
2011 B.S. Biology
Pediatrician
Pediatric Associates of Savannah, PC
Savannah, GA
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Georgia Southern University
2011 B.A. Modern Languages
2012 M.A. Spanish
Regional Education
Program Coordinator
Mission Rabies
Global

DAVID EDWARD
SCHOTT II, DR.P.H.

Georgia Southern University
2016 MBA Business
2016 Dr.P.H. Public Health
Chief Operating Officer
South Georgia Medical Center
Valdosta, GA
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ERICA A. SELLERS

Georgia Southern University
2004 BBA Management/Human
Resources
2012 MBA Business
Director of Marketing and Sales
Morris Multimedia, Statesboro
Magazine
Statesboro, GA

HOLLIE G. SISK

Georgia Southern University
2001 B.S.Ed. Special Education
2005 M.Ed. Instructional Technology
Director of the Instructional
Resources Center, College of
Education
Georgia Southern University
Savannah, GA

ANTHONY SETARI, PH.D.

Georgia Southern University
2009 B.A. Writing and Linguistics
Visiting Assistant Professor
of Quantitative Research
Methodologies
Department of Curriculum
and Instruction,
College of Education
University of Massachusetts—Lowell
Lowell, MA

DONOVAN L.
THOMPSON, PH.D.

Georgia Southern University
2010 B.S. Chemistry
Senior Research Chemist
AkzoNobel Surface Chemistry
Global R & D America
Bridgewater, NJ

JARRETT E.
WALSH, M.D., PH.D.

Armstrong State University
2003 B.S. Chemistry
2003 B.S. Mathematics
Assistant Professor, Otolaryngology:
Head and Neck Surgery
University of Iowa,
Carver College of Medicine
Iowa City, IA

BRITTANY TUCKER

Georgia Southern University
2008 M.S. Sports Management
Coaching
Nashville, TN

JERMAINE WHIRL, PH.D.
Armstrong State University
2010 M.Ed. Adult Education and
Community Leadership/Human
Resources Development
Vice President of Learning and
Workforce Development
Greenville Technical College
Greenville, SC

CURTIS J. WILLIAMS

Georgia Southern University
2009 BBA Information Systems
Owner
HHE Enterprise, Curtis J &
Associates
Smyrna, GA
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

‘A VERY, VERY
SPECIAL
JOB’
Carl Reiber Joins Georgia Southern as
Provost and VP for Academic Affairs

On July 1, Carl L. Reiber, Ph.D., assumed the role of provost and vice
president for academic affairs at Georgia Southern University.
What made him want to leave the University of Nevada, Las Vegas
(UNLV) as their senior vice provost and take the Georgia Southern
job, over two thousand miles away?
“I chose Georgia Southern because it’s very student-focused. It has
outstanding scholarship and the faculty are very high quality. Those
two characteristics are important to me. And making this job very
exciting was the consolidation,” said Reiber. “That really grabbed me.
Just made this a very, very special job.”
The Liberty Campus with its large military population is another
appealing factor to Reiber.
“My father was a full colonel in the Army and served for over
25 years. I was a dependent, so I understand the needs of that
community. And frankly, I just think that the educational needs and
opportunities for active duty military, their spouses and dependents
need to be addressed.”
When asked what he expects to accomplish in his first six months,
Reiber thinks listening and learning is at the top of his list.
“My first six months is going to be a lot of listening. But also laying
the groundwork for the mindset that we need to go forward. An
example of that is we need to start new traditions for our students.
26
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We have Georgia Southern traditions. We have Armstrong traditions.
We need to have new Georgia Southern traditions.”
Although Reiber will be learning a lot in the beginning of his
tenure, he definitely has ideas about where the University needs to go.
“I don’t want to be a bull in a china shop. I want to make sure I’m
sensitive to the hard work that’s been done. But I also want to put a
very strategic angle on how we move forward. We have to be very
conscious of who our students are, and what their demands are. ”
Reiber is also keen on furthering partnerships with other area
institutions to provide educational opportunities that grow with the
expected business expansion in southeast Georgia.
“The entities have to work together. So you’ve got Savannah
State. You’ve got East Georgia. I certainly want to see how we can
collaborate and work with SCAD.”
Reiber has an interesting take on how he thinks that his past
experiences at UNLV can be applied to his new job at Georgia Southern.
“I’ve always been very student-focused. I’ve always been involved
in students' success. And that just comes with me here. But there are
many things here that are ahead of what we were doing in Nevada.”
Although not his primary responsibility, Reiber also serves as
professor of biology. When asked if he’ll be able to have any time for
research, his answer provides insight into his philosophy.
“I’ll have a lab on the Armstrong campus,” said Reiber.
“Fundamentally, I really do believe in leading by example. So I’ve
always felt that if I can kick a paper out now and again, then other
faculty can kick a paper out now and again. If I can write a grant
proposal and be successful, then others can do the same.”
The same goes for teaching.
“I would like to at least get in front of students and do guest
lectures in biology, and maybe first-year seminars, etc. I want to
make sure that I’m working with students and hearing from them, not
filtered through several layers of administration.”
He foresees great growth potential for southeast Georgia.
“I just truly believe this area is poised to expand quite rapidly. You
have to have the educational opportunities to prepare the workforce,”
said Reiber. “Major businesses don’t relocate to areas, or expand their
operation, unless they have a pipeline for well-educated individuals.”
For Reiber, the future looks bright for Georgia Southern.
“I don’t think that there are too many institutions in the country
that are going to be afforded the opportunities that Georgia Southern
will. You have a large student population. A brand that is known.
You have a major port facility. Major rail facilities. An airport that
has ability to expand. All make Savannah, and the axis between
Statesboro and Savannah, prime real estate for growth. It has all of
the elements.”
Reiber is happy to be at Georgia Southern, and thinks that the
South makes it even more appealing.
“The southern part of the country is where my wife and I both
come from. There’s something about the South that is just very, very
nice. That’s what I came from, and I’m happy to be back.”
— LIZ WALKER
Prior to joining Georgia Southern, Reiber served as the senior
vice provost at UNLV. He started his academic career at UNLV
in the Department of Biological Sciences in 1993. He received
his B.S. and M.S. degrees from George Mason University
in 1984 and 1987 and his Ph.D. from the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst in 1992. He was a postdoctoral scholar
at the University of Florida, Gainesville in the Department of
Zoology from 1992 to 1993.
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RESEARCH
MOTIVATES
PSYCHOLOGY
MAJOR
Senior Mary Kate Moore has a passion for research. And her major in
experimental psychology, with a minor in neuroscience, allows her to
follow her passion.
The Army brat, who has lived all over the world, said her
fascination with psychology began in her freshman year.
“I took a psych class that I had no interest in,” she said. “But
Professor Joshua Williams taught it as a science and that was something
I did not anticipate. It was not at all what I expected. I loved it and from
then on, I took every psychology class that I could find.”
Professor Williams described Moore as a top student in his courses
who even served as a supplemental instructor for a sensation and
perception course.
“She is a diligent worker, possesses a high degree of curiosity
about the subject matter, asks pointed questions to gain a deeper
understanding of the material, and is always trying to find ways to
apply what she learns to real-world situations,” said Williams. “Like
many other students who enroll in Introduction to Psychology,
Mary Kate quickly realized that the problems of psychology may
be approached scientifically. For Mary Kate, this was so attractive
of an idea that she has spent the years since that class engaging in
undergraduate research. Ultimately, I am very proud of Mary Kate.”
Moore has made the President’s List twice, and said she has been
“lucky enough to work with two labs on the Armstrong campus.”
Most of her research focuses on animal cognition and on human
learning. In one of her lab projects, she worked on a “paradigm called
the midsession reversal,” which involved rats hitting a lever.
“The midsession reversal tests how long it takes a subject to change
behavior where the behavior required to earn the reward is switched
in the middle of a test session,” Moore explained. “For instance, if
we showed you two cups turned upside down 20 times and told you
there was a dollar bill underneath one of the cups each time, for
the first 10 trials the dollar bill would be under the left cup and for
the reversal, the dollar bill would be under the right cup in the last
10 trials. We used levers and wheat pellets in operant chambers to
test this same concept in rats. Programming the operant chambers
we placed the rats in for this experiment proved to be surprisingly
difficult, but I loved the challenge.”
Another one of her research projects links the philosophy of the
Irish thinker George Berkeley to modern neuroscientific theory.
“The more I read about Berkeley, the more I realize just how
ahead of his time he was,” Moore said. “It makes me wonder just how
many other philosophers we should be looking at more closely for
inspiration in our modern-day theories.”
The undergraduate said the guidance of faculty members Rebecca
Rayburn-Reeves, Ph.D.; Joshua Williams, Ph.D.; and Nancy McCarley,
Ph.D.; was invaluable in her research endeavors.

“Each mentor has meant something special to me and I wouldn’t
trade my time with them for anything,” she noted.
The honors student has co-authored an entry in the Encyclopedia
of Animal Cognition and Behavior — a rare accomplishment
for any undergraduate. She has had her research presented
at several conferences and at the Armstrong Campus Student
Scholars Symposium. In addition to her research and academic
accomplishments, Moore is active in student government, and is a
member of the Student Conduct Board. She will graduate next May
and would like to attend graduate school or find a career opportunity
that involves research.
“I want to do some kind of research for the rest of my life,” she said.
“Research is hard. Really hard. No one can prepare you for how hard
it is once you’re in the middle of it. But it’s worth it. To me, research
is objectively looking for answers that make life better. I want data to
analyze, something I can examine so I can try, in some small way, to
make things better for people.”
When she is not busy with school, Moore hangs out with her
husband, Joe, or has time for yoga, skating, video games and playing
with their two cats, Shadow and Harley Quinn. — SANDRA BENNETT
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EDUCATION
BEYOND THE
CLASSROOM
Honors Student Steps Outside
His Comfort Zone
The summer of 2018 is one
that Nathan Carpenter will
never forget. The University
Honors Program student had the
experience of a lifetime studying
abroad in Spain and Morocco.
Although Carpenter grew up in a
small Georgia town, he is curious
about the world and is fascinated
about other cultures and the
people within those cultures.
“I hope to shape my career
path in a way that enables me to
travel abroad and interact with
those from differing cultural
backgrounds,” he said. “This
experience has given me the
opportunity to ‘test the waters’
and see if this path really is for
me — and I believe now that it
definitely is.”

Lessons Abroad

Currently, Carpenter is on a
high-achieving path at Georgia
Southern. He is planning to
graduate as a triple major
with degrees in international
studies, economics and Arabic.
He has decided on Spanish as
his minor. In the early summer,
Carpenter spent a month in
Seville, Spain, at the Giralda
Language Center as part of

the Georgia Southern Spanish
language immersion program.
“The school offered small
class sizes led by well-qualified
teachers, combined with cultural
interaction and immersion
activities,” he said. “Combined
with the need to utilize the
language in day-to-day life, and
with my host family, my progress
in Spanish was noticeable.”
From Seville, Carpenter
traveled to Morocco’s capital
city of Rabat for seven weeks of
intense Arabic lessons.
“I found the one-on-one
interaction with many of the staff
at the Qalam Language Center
to be very helpful as I progress
in my understanding of the
various Arabic dialects,” he said.
“Utilizing Arabic in day-to-day
life was very helpful in forcing
me to use what I learned in the
classroom as I lived in Rabat.”
Why did a young student
from the small Georgia town of
Guyton decide to study Arabic?
“To challenge myself to learn
a language that not many in our
area speak, and one that is more
difficult than the traditional second
language choices,” Carpenter
said. “I also think that by more

“It makes real the lessons you
learn in the classroom, and allows
you to put into practice the ‘global
citizenship’ ideals that Georgia
Southern advocates on campus.”
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Americans learning about the
Arabic language and culture,
we can begin to foster improved
relations between our country and
that region of the world.”
Carpenter, who hopes to
graduate by 2021, embarked
on the study abroad programs
under the guidance of two
professors in the Department of
Foreign Languages.
“Professor Youssef Salhi is
an excellent professor in the
classroom, but an incredible guide
for our study abroad in Rabat,”
he said. “His patience, willingness
to guide us as we experienced
his country of birth, and his
friendship with his students
combine to make it so that I
could not ever wish for another
professor or guide,” he noted.
The honors student explained
his first interactions with
Professor Jorge Suazo, Ph.D.,
occurred during the lead-up to
the Seville study abroad.
“I really appreciate the
depth of knowledge he has,
and his willingness to offer that
knowledge to us during the
program,” Carpenter said. “He
was an excellent faculty guide
for the entirety of the trip, and
went above and beyond for me
personally during a difficult time.”

The undergraduate noted the
other Georgia Southern students
who participated in the programs
“represented a cross section of
the best that Georgia Southern’s
student body has to offer.”
To fund his travels,
Carpenter applied for and
received a Benjamin A. Gilman
Scholarship, a nationally
competitive scholarship funded
by the U.S. Department of State.
He also received an honors
study abroad scholarship.

Go For It!

Carpenter called his summer
experience a pivotal point in
his life and he encourages other
students to take advantage of a
study abroad opportunity.
“It makes real the lessons
you learn in the classroom, and
allows you to put into practice
the ‘global citizenship’ ideals that
Georgia Southern advocates on
campus,” he said.
Even though he is a triple
major, Carpenter is involved in
various campus activities. He is a
member of the Arabic Club, the
Economics Society, the Spanish
Club and the Model Arab
League. — SANDRA BENNETT
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A SYMBOL OF
RESPECT AND
REMEMBRANCE
After a current student, faculty or staff
member passes away, a Georgia Southern
University flag is flown to commemorate
the individual and symbolize the loss to the
University community.

Afterward, the flag is presented to
the family and loved ones.
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EXCELLENCE
AND
DISTINCTION
Faculty Honored for Exceptional Contributions
Georgia Southern University faculty members
are engaged in groundbreaking research and
play a leading role in guiding our students
as they pursue their academic goals. Each
year, faculty members are honored for their
exceptional contributions in the areas of
teaching, research and service.

EXCELLENCE IN
CONTRIBUTIONS
TO INSTRUCTION
AWARD WINNERS

The award recognizes faculty who
demonstrate excellence in the classroom and
beyond. The award is administered through
the Center for Teaching Excellence.
Professor Shainaz Landge, Ph.D.
College of Science and Mathematics
Shainaz Landge is an assistant professor
in the Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry. She said her teaching style is
“very interactive,” which allows her to deliver
complex material in multiple ways to reach
students where they are.
“Students are asked to choose a difficult
topic and work on it through any art form
such as song, poems, music, videos, poster,
animation, mnemonics, analogy, etc.,” she
said. “Because students spend an ample
amount of time on the project and have to
understand it on a deeper level, they can
then help other students on the topic, which
leads to an even greater understanding.”
Landge said her passion for teaching
comes from the excellent teachers she had
in the past. “They opened my eyes to a
new world and I want to provide that same
experience for others. Once they get that
‘aha’ moment and the spark in the eyes of
understanding, I feel satisfied. I strive to
teach to understand the material in depth
and connect with the real world.”
Professor John Dobson, Ph.D.
Waters College of Health Professions
John Dobson is an associate professor in
the Department of Health Sciences and
Kinesiology. He uses a blended learning style
that incorporates lecture, demonstration,
30
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technology and facilitation in his classes. He
teaches exercise physiology, anatomy and
physiology, cardiopulmonary pathophysiology
and ECG interpretation, human performance
and nutrition.
“The most enjoyable part of my job is when
I can guide students to an understanding of
complex physiological phenomena, such that
they feel good about themselves because they
really understand the concepts,” he said. “In
those moments, when the light first switches
on for them, there is often a flash of joy on the
students’ faces that is utterly contagious.”
Dobson said he is honored “to have my
name listed along with the many eminent
educators who have received this award.”

JUDGE RON GINSBERG
FACULTY EXCELLENCE
AWARD WINNER

This award recognizes the overall outstanding
teaching (face-to-face, online or blended) of a
full-time Armstrong Campus faculty member.
The Center for Teaching Excellence oversees
recommendations for this award.
Professor Geneva DeMars, Ph.D.
College of Science and Mathematics
Geneva DeMars is a lecturer in the
Department of Biology. She joined the biology
faculty on the Armstrong Campus in 2010 as
an instructor, and became a lecturer in 2013.
“Dr. DeMars is the epitome of a scholarly
educator,” said Scott Mateer, Ph.D.,
associate chair of the biology department.
“She teaches gateway courses that are
predominantly freshman and sophomore
students who are often first-generation,
underprepared, ‘at-risk’ students. Not only
is she a challenging instructor who cares
for her students, but Dr. DeMars is also
constantly assessing and challenging herself
to improve as an educator.”

KRISTINA BROCKMEIER
FACULTY AWARD WINNER

This award is presented to an Armstrong
Campus faculty member who is recognized as
an outstanding teacher and made significant

contributions to the university and its students.
The Center for Teaching Excellence oversees
recommendations for this award.
Grant Gearhart, Ph.D.
College of Arts and Humanities
Grant Gearhart, an assistant professor and
director of the Language Resource Center,
teaches Spanish and Spanish literature to
undergraduates.
His commitment to teaching, service and
outreach “comes from having incredible
mentors and colleagues along the way, and
just trying to copy what I see them doing,”
he explained.
“Our students put a lot on the line to be
here, and they deserve my best effort, which I
try to give every day.”
Gearhart is now into his fourth year of
teaching on the Armstrong Campus and he
admitted surprise at receiving the Brockmeier
Faculty Award.
“I was very honored, especially when you
consider past recipients of this award. They
are some of the teachers I most admire on
our campus. I’ve felt incredibly supported
since I arrived in 2015, and without that
encouragement I couldn’t do what I do.”

EXCELLENCE IN
RESEARCH/CREATIVE
SCHOLARLY ACTIVITY
AWARD WINNERS

This award recognizes professors who excel
in research while teaching full time. It is
administered through the Office of Research
Services and Sponsored Programs.
Professor Mujibur Khan, Ph.D.
Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering
and Computing
Mujibur Khan, an associate professor
in the Department of Mechanical
Engineering, conducts cutting-edge
research in nanocomposites, nanofibers and
nanotechnology.
Since joining Georgia Southern in 2012, he
has established the Nanomaterials Research
Lab, and received a grant of $153,000 from
the National Science Foundation to acquire
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state-of-the-art equipment for fabrication,
characterization and performance tests of
nanocomposite materials for structural,
biomedical, energy and environmental
applications.
Currently, Kahn and his students are
conducting research into targeted cancer
drug delivery. They are working to develop
nanoparticles that encapsulate cancer drugs,
transport them to a tumor, treat it and have
the nanoparticles dissolve harmlessly.
Khan and his team, in collaboration with
Augusta University Cancer Research Center,
developed high voltage induced nanonization
of breast cancer drugs and inhibitors and
processing of nanocapsules for targeted and
image guided therapy. Such nanocapsules
will utilize the altered tumor environment
to facilitate accumulation of the drugs at the
tumor site and enable specific targeting of the
tumor and to achieve growth inhibition and
enhanced therapeutic efficacy.
Professor Andrew Hansen, Dr.P.H.
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health
Andrew Hansen is an associate professor
of community health in the Department of
Health Policy, Management and Behavior.
His research interest focuses on chronic
disease prevention at the population and
community level.
He and his co-researchers’ publications
in the Journal of the American Medical
Association and Childhood Obesity
regarding trends in weight loss efforts and
weight misperceptions gained widespread
recognition in multiple media outlets
nationally and internationally including the
Washington Post and NBC’s “Today” show.
Hansen singled out Professors Jian Zhang,
M.D., Dr.P.H.; Amy Hackney, Ph.D.; and Tony
Pritchard, Ed.D.; for their collaborative efforts
on these and other studies.
“Working with and learning from others
is very rewarding,” he said, and credits the
environment and opportunity created by
those at the College and Georgia Southern as
key elements for his success. “Also rewarding
is how the research allows for the integration
of teaching and mentoring of students along
with service to the community,” he added.

H. DEAN PROPST
AWARD WINNER

This Student Government Association award
honors a faculty member for outstanding
involvement in the student life of the campus.
Professor David Bringman, DPT
Waters College of Health Professions
David Bringman is an assistant professor and
rehabilitation sciences program coordinator.
He has been a faculty member on the
Armstrong Campus for nine years.
His active involvement in the student life of
the campus is centered on fostering student
success throughout the educational process.
“Students are the reason I am at the
University,” he said. “Helping a grad or
undergrad student define their goals and
developing relationships with students and
professors is a very rewarding experience.”
Bringman’s work has been at the policy
level and helping foster student success
across the campus.
“I have chaired the Student Success
Committee, Student Activities Committee,
and worked very closely with the SGA
Presidents while I was serving as Senate
President and President-elect. I have also
been heavily engaged in first year orientation
and was the faculty speaker for Navigate for
many years.”

DISTINGUISHED
FACULTY SERVICE
TO THE UNIVERSITY
AWARD WINNER

This award is presented to a faculty
member who has shown outstanding
service to the University.
Professor Wayne Johnson, Ph.D.
Allen E. Paulson College of
Engineering and Computing
Wayne Johnson, a mechanical engineering
professor, has been a faculty member on the
Armstrong Campus for 14 years.
He decided to become a teacher to “inspire
others to think critically and contribute
solutions to the world’s problems,” he

Langdon Honored with
State-wide Regents’ Award
Jody Langdon, a professor in the
Waters College of Health Professions,
received the 2018 Regents’ Scholarship
of Teaching and Learning Award. The
kinesiology professor was presented
the award and a check for $5,000
during the University System of Georgia
Foundation’s annual Regents’ Scholarship
Gala in Atlanta last March. Langdon
was recognized for her work integrating
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
(SoTL) principles from both the scholar
and leadership points of view. More than
600 guests including the regents, USG
presidents and Georgia’s governor and
first lady attended the gala.

said. “Engineering provided the unique
opportunity to achieve both of those goals.”
Johnson’s focus in service and outreach
has been as an advocate for students, staff
and faculty through his work in the faculty
senate. He has worked also to improve faculty
diversity and campus awareness of diversityrelated issues in general.
“None of us are where we are today solely
because of our individual efforts, surely
someone at some point assisted us. Thus,
each of us has a social responsibility to give
back to others in some way.”
He said he is honored that his colleagues
have recognized his efforts to serve the
University community.
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Professors from the Statesboro Campus were recognized at this year's convocation in Statesboro. Pictured (from left to
right) are: Mujibur Khan, Andrew Hansen, Shainaz Landge, John Dobson, Christine Whitlock and Mosfequr Rahman.

DISTINGUISHED FACULTY
SERVICE TO THE
ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE
AWARD WINNER

The award is presented to the faculty
member who contributes significantly to his
or her discipline.
Professor Joshua Williams, Ph.D.
College of Behavioral and Social Sciences
Armstrong Campus psychology students
who want to engage in research, may turn to
Joshua Williams, an associate professor in the
Department of Psychology.
He said, “Students engaged in
undergraduate research are able to take
ownership of projects and examine realworld questions they may have by applying
scientific principles they learn in the
classroom.”
In his main area of expertise Williams
examines “how young infants learn motor
skills and how different early experiences can
lead to varied developmental trajectories.”
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The professor said winning the award is
extremely special because the nomination
came from colleagues in his department.

AWARD FOR
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
OF A PART-TIME FACULTY
MEMBER

The award recognizes an Armstrong parttime faculty member who has demonstrated
outstanding service to the students, to the
university and/or to the discipline.
Professor Faye Kirschner, M.Ed.
Waters College of Health Professions
Faye Kirschner, an alumna of Georgia
Southern, Armstrong Junior College and
University of Georgia, has been teaching
tennis on the Armstrong Campus for 22 years
and said winning the award was an honor and
a surprise.
The retired Savannah-Chatham Public
School educator loves teaching and couldn’t
imagine doing anything else. Kirschner said

teaching tennis skills to all levels of students
is challenging.
But, she added, it is exciting to “see the
progress of students who, in the beginning,
cannot hit the ball over the net, but by the end
of the term they demonstrate great progress.”

DISTINGUISHED FACULTY
SERVICE AWARD TO THE
COMMUNITY

The award is presented to a faculty member
who has shown outstanding service to the
local or larger community.
Professor Bill Dawers, M.A.
College of Arts and Humanities
Bill Dawers is a senior lecturer in the
Departments of Writing and Linguistics,
and Communication Arts. He is also a
strong advocate for the University and the
Savannah community.
Dawers believes “strongly in social justice
and fairness,” and thinks that academics
have an obligation to bring their energy and
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Professors from the Armstrong Campus were recognized at this year's convocation in Savannah. Pictured (from left to right) are:
Bill Dawers, Wayne Johnson, Joshua Williams, Faye Kirschner, David Bringman. Not pictured: Grant Gearhart and Geneva DeMars

expertise out into the “so-called real world.”
He has advocated for good public policy
for 18 years in his City Talk columns in the
Savannah Morning News.
“I have frequently covered local issues
through various blogs, including the music
blog 'hissing lawns,' which I founded in 2013,”
he said. “In terms of campus service, I am
most proud of my work on various search
committees that have resulted in excellent
new University employees.”
The professor was president of the board of
the Flannery O’Connor Childhood Home at a
time of dramatic expansions in the nonprofit’s
programming, visitors and public profile.

EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE
AWARD WINNERS

This award honors and rewards faculty who
use their academic disciplines to provide noncompensated assistance to the community,
region and the academic arena. It is
administered through the Provost’s Office.

Professor Mosfequr Rahman, Ph.D.
Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering
and Computing
Mosfequr Rahman, a professor in the
Department of Mechanical Engineering,
said winning this award is an inspiring
recognition of his hard work and devotion to
Georgia Southern.
He has taught 16 different mechanical
engineering courses and has served the
University, the College, the mechanical
engineering department and his professional
societies in various capacities, including
as committee chair, committee member,
senator, student advisor, faculty mentor,
laboratory coordinator, research supervisor
for undergraduate and graduate students,
session chair, session organizer, reviewer of
various technical journal/conference papers
and performed community outreach activities.
He also serves as faculty advisor for the
University’s Bangladesh Student Association.
Rahman said it is thrilling to serve others at
“my beloved institution and in my community.”

Professor Christine Whitlock, Ph.D.
College of Science and Mathematics
Christine Whitlock, a professor in the
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry,
is a back-to-back University Excellence Award
winner. Last year, she received the award for
Excellence in Contributions to Instruction.
Whitlock said while it’s nice to be noticed
for her work over the past two decades, it is
not necessary.
“It is a fundamental belief of mine that
healthy and thriving citizens should always
give back to the community,” she said. “We
have talents and time that should be used to
better society.”
Whitlock has devoted “energy to students
and colleagues in ways that vary from tutoring
to upholding Title IX mandates.”
She has been the advisor for two student
organizations, one of which earned national
recognition twice, and has served with fellow
faculty members on departmental, college
and University committees.
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NEW COLLEGES, NEW FOCUS
Georgia Southern University marks a new
milestone this semester. Fall 2018 starts the
first full academic year for the institution
as one comprised of nine colleges on three
campuses in Statesboro, Savannah and
Hinesville. The University has three new
colleges: the College of Arts and Humanities
and the College of Behavioral and Social
Sciences—which were created from the
former College of Liberal Arts and Social
Sciences—and the Waters College of Health
Professions—which is comprised of many of
the departments and programs from what was
the College of Health and Human Sciences.
Here’s a rundown of eight colleges. The
ninth college, the Jack N. Averitt College of
Graduate Studies, handles admissions and
coordination for all graduate-level programs
across the University.

HOME TO
TOMORROW’S
INNOVATORS AND
ENTREPRENEURS
At the Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering
and Computing, tomorrow’s innovators and
entrepreneurs are trained. These students are
the problem-solvers who will lead America’s
fastest-growing career fields.
The College’s undergraduate curricula
are highly interdisciplinary, consisting of
innovative application-based courses that
build upon and encourage collaboration
among existing academic programs. We
provide an excellent education in the
classroom, combined with hands-on learning
through laboratories, co-ops, internships and
student research.
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The College works closely with the
University’s Office of Career Services to
inform students of job opportunities. Our
graduates are in high demand by employers
throughout the region—and the world.
The College offers 15 degrees on two
campuses in the following academic
departments:
• Civil Engineering and Construction
• Computer Science
• Electrical and Computer Engineering
• Information Technology
• Manufacturing Engineering
• Mechanical Engineering
The College offers all degree programs
at Georgia Southern’s Statesboro Campus.
Georgia Southern’s Engineering program is
based on the Statesboro Campus, and will
expand its offerings in Savannah.
The Armstrong Campus in Savannah
currently offers the B.S. in information
technology and B.S. and M.S. in computer
science. Also offered is the first three years
of the B.S. in mechanical engineering
and manufacturing engineering. The
Armstrong Campus is also home to the
Center for Applied Cyber Education, an
interdisciplinary center and a leader in
cyber education and training.
Tailored programs are offered at the Liberty
Campus in Hinesville, Georgia.

CREATING A
COLLEGE OF THE
CREATIVE MIND
As the College of the Creative Mind, the
new College of Arts and Humanities seeks
to develop students who have a passion for

learning and a desire to understand their
world, both past and present. The College
promotes high academic performance and
empowers students to develop their analytical,
creative and communication skills. A pillar of
the academic foundation of Georgia Southern
University, the College plays a central role in
every student’s core of knowledge.
The College was formed from the former
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
on the Statesboro Campus and the former
College of Liberal Arts on the Armstrong
Campus. Curtis Ricker, who previously
served as dean of the College of Liberal Arts
and Social Sciences from 2012-18, is the
founding dean of the College.
Departments in the College include:
• The Betty Foy Sanders
Department of Art
• Department of Communication Arts
• Department of Foreign Languages
• Department of History
• Department of Literature
• Department of Music
• Department of Philosophy and
Religious Studies
• Department of Writing and Linguistics
• Interdisciplinary Studies, containing the
Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies
and the Women’s, Gender and Sexuality
Studies bachelor’s degree program.
The College offers more than 20
undergraduate degrees and six graduate
degrees with the majority being offered on
both the Armstrong and Statesboro campuses.
One of the highlights of the year for the
College is the new Interdisciplinary Academic
Building. It primarily supports programs in
the College of Arts and Humanities as well as
several other departments in other colleges.
The addition of this new building not only
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signifies physical growth for the University,
but more importantly serves as a means to
further student success. The 110,000-squarefoot building opened in September and
houses a variety of academic disciplines
including a makerspace workshop and gallery.
The College has a solid reputation as a
national contributor to furthering arts and
humanities and is committed to preparing each
student to be a responsible global citizen.

APPLYING THEORY
TO PRACTICE
The College of Behavioral and Social Sciences
is one of the newest colleges among Georgia
Southern University’s nine colleges. It offers
programs that were part of the former College
of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences on the
Statesboro Campus; the School of Human
Ecology in the former College of Health and
Human Sciences on the Statesboro Campus;
part of the former College of Liberal Arts on
the Armstrong Campus; and the Department
of Psychology from the College of Science
and Technology on the Armstrong Campus.
The College is focused on offering students
a variety of enriching opportunities that
allow them to excel in the classroom and
gain practical hands-on experience through
challenging research projects, internships,
volunteer work or field experiences. Students
choose their majors from six academic
departments, which include:
• The Department of Criminal Justice
and Criminology
• The Department of Sociology and
Anthropology
• The Department of Public and
Nonprofit Studies
• The Department of Psychology

• The Department of Political Science
and International Studies
• The School of Human Ecology.
The College offers 13 undergraduate
degrees and five graduate degrees including
the Doctor of Psychology. The majority
of the degree options are offered on both
the Armstrong and Statesboro campuses.
Students in the College of Behavioral and
Social Sciences develop time-tested skills
and analytical tools in an interdisciplinary
community of teacher-scholars. Faculty utilize
varieties of social and behavioral research
methodologies to enhance societal well-being
and the quality of life of individuals, families
and communities across diverse environments
and contexts. Students learn to apply
theory to practice in the cyber forensics lab,
archeological field work, child development
center, psychology clinic, Model UN and Moot
Court among other ongoing programs.
Interim Associate Dean Daniel SkidmoreHess, Ph.D., adds, “We support experiential
learning and encourage our students to
seek out programs that allow them to apply
their classroom knowledge and skills to
real-world situations.” The College is focused
on providing students with transformative
experiences that extend learning from the
classroom to the laboratory, studio and
community. "Faculty continue to work on
collaborative research projects in the regional
area with students and community partners,"
stated Interim Associate Dean Brenda
Blackwell, Ph.D.
As a result, students develop skills in ethics,
critical thinking, problem-solving, creativity
and communication that prepare them for
rewarding careers, lifelong learning and
engaged global citizenship. Graduates will
leave Georgia Southern prepared for careers in
a diverse range of fields, from social services,
to psychological services, criminal justice,
archeology, public service and fashion design.

PRODUCING
CAREER-READY
PROFESSIONALS
In November, the Georgia Southern University
Foundation, Inc. received a $5 million gift for
the College of Business from Greg Parker,
president, founder and CEO of The Parker
Companies in Savannah. The University
System of Georgia Board of Regents approved
the name of the Gregory M. Parker College of
Business at Georgia Southern University (see
page 10).
Within the Parker College of Business,
students are involved in various activities
that help them to be career-ready upon
graduation. Throughout the year, the College
offers professional development activities,
offering students experiential learning
opportunities that give them a competitive
advantage when entering the workforce.
During the fall semester, the Parker College
of Business hosts Professional Development
Day, prior to the Eagle Expo Career Fair. On
this day, students attend conference-like
sessions on topics ranging from “Steps to
a Successful Startup Business,” to “Life as
an Auditor,” to “Networking with Purpose,”
among many others. Several of the sessions
are conducted by Georgia Southern Parker
College of Business alumni. Throughout the
event, students put into practice networking,
leadership and other soft skills they have
attained, while employers gain access to
Georgia Southern’s best and brightest.
“I learned that there are plenty of
opportunities for Parker College of Business
students to network,” stated Rachel
Yarbrough, junior logistics student. “I was
able to network throughout the day, which
resulted in several chances to interview with
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employers days after. The skills taught during
Professional Development Day were the skills
needed to earn my co-op with Gulfstream.”
The College seeks to produce careerready professionals by offering a broad
array of high-quality undergraduate and
select graduate programs within a learning
environment characterized by inspired
teaching, relevant research and meaningful
service. We search for new knowledge, both
theoretical and practical, and insightful
learning opportunities for our students,
guided by common values of continuous
improvement, excellence, integrity,
accountability, respect and sustainability.
To learn more about the College
of Business and its programs, visit
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/parker.

PREPARING FOR
THE FUTURE OF
EDUCATION
The College of Education prepares students
to teach, lead, counsel and model lifelong
learning. Our students engage in scholarship
that provides new pathways to meet the
needs of a dynamic, diverse society. The
College facilitates access to learning
opportunities that are authentic, studentcentered and technology-rich.
Historically, the bachelor’s degree in
education is the oldest professional degree
at Georgia Southern, and from 1924 to 1955,
the entire institution focused exclusively on
preparing future teachers.
Now, the College offers five
undergraduate Bachelor of Science in
Education majors preparing students for
initial teacher certification.
At the graduate level, the College offers
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the Master of Arts in Teaching degree with
six available concentrations, 13 master of
education degrees, eight education specialist
degrees and two doctoral degrees.
The College also offers eight certificate
opportunities and six graduate-level
programs for educators seeking to add an
endorsement to their certification.
The College of Education offers degree
programs on both Statesboro and Armstrong
campuses and online.
The College continues to grow in its national
recognition for excellence and innovation
in teaching, scholarship and outreach. It has
become the choice for novice and experienced
professionals desiring a high-quality, flexible
education to help them meet their individual
intellectual and career goals.
Today, the College prepares future
teachers, school psychologists, counselors,
school library media specialists, instructional
technologists, researchers and leaders through
intensive field experiences, cutting-edge
technology and research-based instruction.

PRODUCING
GRADUATES TO
MEET TOMORROW’S
CHALLENGES
The College of Science and Mathematics
is one of the nine colleges that comprise
Georgia Southern University.
The College offers undergraduate degree
programs on both the Armstrong and
Statesboro Campuses and master’s degree
programs on the Statesboro Campus through
the following departments:
• Biology
• Chemistry and Biochemistry

• Geology and Geography
• Mathematical Sciences
• Military Science
• Physics and Astronomy.
In addition, the College offers courses to meet
the University’s general education requirements
at the Liberty Campus in Hinesville.
Across the three campuses, the College
boasts state-of-the-art teaching and
research labs, including those in support
of geospatial technology, an aquatics lab,
two microscopy suites, a mass spectrometry
suite, and additional instrumentation
necessary to support our faculty members’
diverse research interests and facilitate their
numerous collaborations.
Centers and institutes include the College
Office of Undergraduate Research, the
James H. Oliver, Jr., Institute for Coastal
Plain Science and the FORAM Sustainable
Aquaponics Research Center. The College is
also home to the Georgia Southern University
Planetarium.

IMPROVING HEALTH
IN RURAL AMERICA
The Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health
strives to improve health, eliminate health
disparities and health inequities of rural
communities and underserved populations
globally. This is achieved through excellence
in teaching, public health workforce
development, research, scholarship,
professional service and community
engagement.
This is accomplished by maintaining:
• Excellence in research, service and
instruction
• Passion for improving the health of
rural communities and underserved
populations
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• Responsibility for promoting health
equity and eliminating health
disparities in rural communities and
underserved populations
• Commitment to community
involvement
• Collaboration for problem solving
• Commitment to developing as a
“learning organization.”
The College offers the Bachelor of Science
in Public Health (BSPH), the Master of Public
Health (MPH), and the Doctor of Public
Health (Dr.P.H.).
Students pursuing the MPH can
concentrate in biostatistics, community
health, environmental health, epidemiology,
health policy and management, as well as a
generalist concentration.
Students pursuing the Dr.P.H. can
concentrate in biostatistics, community health
behavior and education, epidemiology, and
public health leadership.
The college is accredited by the Council on
Education for Public Health (CEPH).

WATERS COLLEGE
OF HEALTH
PROFESSIONS DEBUTS
IN SAVANNAH
The new Waters College of Health
Professions houses distinguished, nationally
recognized and accredited undergraduate and
graduate programs.

The mission of the College is to prepare
future health professionals through
academic excellence and interdisciplinary
collaboration, while advancing knowledge
through scholarship and serving culturally
diverse communities.
Departments in the College include:
• Department of Health Sciences and
Kinesiology
• School of Nursing
• Department of Rehabilitation Sciences
• Department of Diagnostic and
Therapeutic Sciences.
Providing comprehensive and innovative
programs that enhance the health and
quality of life for individuals, families and
communities, students can study for careers
that range from nursing, physical therapy,
sports management, physical education,
medical laboratory sciences, health sciences,
health administration, exercise science,
athletic training, nutrition and food science,
sports medicine, respiratory therapy,
radiologic sciences and communication
sciences and disorders. Degree offerings
are spread between the Armstrong and
Statesboro campuses.
Barry Joyner, Ph.D., who previously served
as the dean for the College of Health and
Human Sciences since 2015, is founding dean
of the new College. The author of over 40
journal articles, numerous abstracts and local/
state/national/international presentations,
book chapters and reviews, Joyner has
expertise in physical activity, exercise science
and teaching/learning.

The College offers 11 bachelor's degrees,
12 certificate degrees and eight graduate
degrees, including a Doctor of Physical
Therapy and a Doctor of Nursing Practice.
The College houses numerous centers
including:
• The RiteCare Center for
Communication Disorders
• Magnolia Coastlands Area Health
Education Center
• Waters College of Health Professions
Student Services Center
• Biodynamics and Human Performance
Center
• Center for Nursing Scholarship and
Research.
To facilitate the region’s growing demand
for health professionals, the University broke
ground in 2017 on a new $22 million facility
that will house the College in Savannah.
The new building will contain a simulation
suite and provide hands-on, team-oriented
learning opportunities for students. A major
goal is to simulate the environment of a
hospital or medical facility. The building is
expected to open its doors to students for
the spring semester.
Through a generous gift from Don and
Cindy Waters, who are both Armstrong
alumni, the College was named the Waters
College of Health Professions in 2017.
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Allen E. Paulson College of
Engineering and Computing

THREE GEORGIA
SOUTHERN
STUDENTS WIN WIT
SCHOLARSHIPS
Three Women in Technology (WIT) members
from Georgia Southern have been awarded
scholarships from WIT Atlanta. Alajia Colon,
Chidera Obinali and Angel VanEllison were
awarded a $5,000 scholarship at a ceremony
in June.
Georgia Southern’s WIT has just completed
its second year as a campus organization. WIT
recognized the energy and passion members
demonstrated for their chosen discipline
by awarding the lion’s share of the awards
in Georgia to Georgia Southern students.
Congratulations to Colon, Obinali and
VanEllison, as well as the WIT faculty mentors
Elizabeth Rasnick and Kristen Hawkins.

College of Arts and Humanities

THE REPUBLIC OF
MOLDOVA RECOGNIZES
FOREIGN LANGUAGES
FACULTY MEMBER
The Republic of Moldova recognized Department of Foreign
Languages Associate Professor and Moldovan native Olga
Amarie with the Alexei Mateevici Commemorative Medal
in July. She received the award for her translation work,
promotion of Moldovan cultural values abroad and for
recruiting various collaborators for her translation activities.
The Republic of Moldova is a landlocked country in
southeastern Europe located between Romania and Ukraine.
The medal, which is awarded for both literary and religious
studies, is named for Alexei Mateevici (1888-1917). Mateevici
was a poet and the lyricist of the Moldovan national anthem,
Greek language teacher and priest from Eastern Bessarabia.
Bessarabia was in the Russian Empire at the time, and is
now a part of the Republic of Moldova.
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College of Behavioral and Social Sciences

HELPING SENIORS FIND
COMPANIONSHIP
The College of Behavioral and Social Sciences has developed
programs to make a positive impact in the lives of others. One
of those programs is the Center for Social Gerontology in the
Department of Sociology and Anthropology. It has been awarded a
grant that will keep the Senior Companion Program (SCP) running for
three more years. The grant of nearly $500,000 was awarded by the
Corporation for National and Community Service.
Sociology Professor Adrienne Cohen, Ph.D., is the director of the
Center and the principal investigator for the grant. Deb Blackburn is
the SCP coordinator.
Started in the late 1980s, the Senior Companion Program enlists
low-income older volunteers to help maintain the health and
wellness of frail older adults and people with disabilities over age
21. Those living in Bryan, Bulloch, Candler, Emanuel, Effingham,
Evans, Jenkins, Screven and Tattnall counties are eligible for the
program. Senior Companions assist adults who need extra support
to live independently in their homes. They also provide respite for
caregivers. Blackburn was recognized in July for her “outstanding and
admirable work” and commitment to SCP at the 2nd Annual Georgia
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities
Region 5 Regional Community Collaborative Celebration.

“I am very honored to receive such a distinction from my country
of origin,” Amarie said. “Even though my main area of research is
20th century French literature and film, I find myself contemplating
translation activities very often. It is something that I do to stay
connected with the culture that I was born in, far across the
Atlantic Ocean.”
Amarie collaborated with Rosemary Lloyd, Ph.D.; Emanuel Mickel,
Ph.D.; Marie-Line Brunet, Ph.D.; and Michael Dow, Ph.D.; in the
translation of “The Word” (“Catapeteasma cuvintelor”) and Graphical
Poems for the Moldovan national anthem “Our Language” (“Limba
Noastră”). The Moldovan language is viewed by some as a dialect of the
Romanian language. “Limba noastră” calls for the Moldovan people to
revive the usage of their native language.
Mateevici wrote the lyrics to the national anthem a month before
his death, and contributed significantly to the national emancipation
of Bessarabia. His works remain an enduring and revered source of
cultural knowledge by the Moldovan people.
“My next challenge in translation will be poetry, translating freeverse poems and rhymes,” Amarie said.
This year Amarie translated another book from Romanian into
English with an English major from Georgia Southern, Margaret
Geddy. They are both currently seeking a publisher for their
translated book in the United States.
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College of Education

FOCUSING
ON STEM
Georgia Southern University College
of Education will soon begin offering
materials and supplies for K-12 science
and social studies content and curriculum
through the Institute for Interdisciplinary
STEM Education (i2STEMe) School
Outreach program.
Formerly hosted by the Georgia
Southern Museum as Project SENSE
(Science Education Network for the
Southeast) and Project BESST (Be
Engaged in Social Studies Teaching),
the i2STEMe School Outreach program
offers equipment, materials and activity
kits that enhance science and social
studies curriculum and provide hands-on,
inquiry-based learning.
The program is a paid service that
provides opportunities for membership
at the school system, individual school
or individual teacher level. Annual
memberships range from $2,500 for
entire school systems to $250 for an
individual teacher. Materials will be
available for pick up on the Armstrong or
Statesboro campuses.

Parker College of Business

NEW DEGREE
OFFERINGS
ON THE
ARMSTRONG
CAMPUS
The Parker College of Business now offers
the Bachelor of Business Administration
(BBA) degree in Economics and the BBA
in Logistics and Intermodal Transportation
(LIT) on the Armstrong Campus.
Accredited by the Association to
Advance Collegiate Schools of Business
(AACSB), the Parker College of Business
delivers degree programs that prepare
students for careers in a globally diverse
environment.
Through experiential learning activities,
which includes internships, co-ops,
business abroad trips and professional
development activities, the College seeks
to produce career-ready professionals
upon graduation.

College of Science and Mathematics

CHEMISTRY FACULTY MEMBER
RECEIVES NATIONAL SCIENCE
FOUNDATION AWARD
Assistant Professor of Analytical Chemistry Ji Wu, Ph.D. recently received
funding from the National Science Foundation for the Program: Research at
Undergraduate Institutions. The award supports his research in the area of
battery technology.
The title of his project is “Asymmetric Membranes for High Capacity
Lithium Ion Battery Anodes” and is funded for three years beginning in July
2018. The project’s goal is to address the limitations of lithium ion batteries
by the use of readily available materials such as silicon and tin dioxide in
novel structural forms called asymmetric membranes.
Stipends are provided for Georgia Southern students to perform
research on the project. Additionally, the project hopes to broaden
participation of underrepresented minorities and women in
undergraduate research experiences.

Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
PROGRAM EXPANDS
The Bachelor of Science in Public Health program within the Jiann-Ping
Hsu College of Public Health has expanded as a result of the consolidation
between Georgia Southern and Armstrong State.
BSPH graduates are sought after to assess overall community health,
to educate the public about disease prevention, to design and evaluate
health promotion programs, to work with community or international health
organizations and so much more.
Associate Dean Stuart Tedders said, “There are so many job opportunities
today for graduates of Public Health, it is a really great time to be expanding
our program offerings.”
The BSPH expansion joins the new Master of Public Health Generalist
concentration. The College is now planning to expand doctoral degree
offerings in the near future for this relevant and growing field of study.

Waters College of Health Professions

ASTHMA EDUCATION AT THE
CUTTING EDGE
The Waters College of Health Professions hosted the seminar, Asthma
Education at the Cutting Edge: Reaching and Teaching the Asthma Community.
Held in collaboration with the Georgia Asthma Coalition, Georgia
Department of Public Health and the Magnolia Area Health Education
Center, the seminar provided training to nurses, asthma educators and
respiratory therapists.
The one-day event, held in October, focused on new research that
addressed the increased burden of asthma in Georgia and the Southeast
United States. Guest speakers presented on novel approaches, such as
pinpointing asthma in communities using OASIS data and treating asthma
in the schools. Also covered was the topic of pharmacists serving as asthma
educators certified AE-C® in a family practice community pharmacy.
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A
PROFESSOR’S
JOURNEY
TO CONNECT
WITH HIS PAST
Professor Matthew Hashiguchi has a complicated relationship with
his hometown of Cleveland, Ohio. Yet he treasures growing up as a
multiracial Asian-American in a neighborhood of Irish Catholics and
Italian-Americans.
“I live in Georgia but Cleveland will always be my home,” he said.
“I am grateful that I had the experiences that I had. I don’t think that I
would be who I am without those struggles or that experience of being
a minority.”

A Personal Look at Being Multicultural

Hashiguchi, the son of a Japanese-American father and ItalianAmerican mother, is a documentary filmmaker and assistant professor
in Georgia Southern University’s multimedia film and production
department. He has produced multiple short films and one feature
length. In the highly regarded documentary, “Good Luck Soup,” he
explored how his parents and other family members grappled with
their multiracial and multicultural identities in a neighborhood where
they were reminded that they were different. “Good Luck Soup” is
also the story of Hashiguchi’s grandmother and her World War II
experience. At age 16, she was among the many Japanese Americans
in the United States who were forced from their homes and relocated
to internment camps. The film examined the challenges she faced in
rebuilding her life and the personal struggles of her family members to
assimilate in Cleveland while preserving their Japanese heritage.
“I think people watching the film were able to experience my
grandmother in the way that I experienced her,” the filmmaker said.
“It’s really surprising and kind of great to have people say, ‘I love
your grandmother,’ and to see who she is. It’s great to have people
appreciate her in the way that I also appreciate her.”
“Good Luck Soup,” self-funded in part, took six years for Hashiguchi
to complete. He secured additional funding from the Corporation for
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Public Broadcasting, the Japanese American Citizens League and
the Center for Asian American Media. His film has been featured
at several film festivals and it premiered nationwide on PBS World
Channel’s “America ReFramed” television series.
“That is a huge feat for any filmmaker,” Hashiguchi said. “When I
start something, I don’t know where it’s going to end up. You make
these films because you have something to say, because something is
important to you and you never expect people to say, ‘wow we want
other people to hear about this.’”

Balancing Filmmaking and Teaching

The professor studied journalism before he became a filmmaker. Calling
himself a quiet introvert, he sought an occupation that would help him
overcome his fears and anxieties. He became a photojournalist.
“I wanted a job that forced me to go to strangers and ask
questions,” he said. “I had an internship at the Washington Post when
I made the decision that I wanted to tell stories that I wanted to tell,
so I became an independent filmmaker.”
Hashiguchi has been a faculty member at Georgia Southern since
2015. Teaching young storytellers, he said, is incredibly rewarding.
“Teaching film is much like being a journalist or a filmmaker,” he
noted. “You’re learning about students, their stories and what they
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A New Year’s
Good Luck Dish
The inspiration for the name of
Professor Matthew Hashiguchi’s
documentary came from one of his
family’s traditions. “Good Luck Soup”
is a traditional Japanese dish filled with
mochi or rice cakes, broth, vegetables
and a variety of other ingredients. It
is served in Japanese homes on New
Year’s Day to ensure good fortune.

want to do with their lives, and hopefully, I can help them accomplish what they
set out to do and who they want to become.”
One common piece of advice that he passes on to students is the importance of
versatility in filmmaking.
“They need to be able to do many things,” he said. “Specializing is not going to
get them in the door. It’s being able to shoot, it’s being able to do audio, it’s being
able to edit and it’s being able to produce. That will give them a great deal of selfreliance. Film is a profession that requires a great amount of personal ambition,
entrepreneurial spirit and gumption. Those who make it in film don’t wait to be
offered a job in film, they just make films.”
Hashiguchi said the film industry is blossoming especially in the Savannah area.
“There is this untapped market here in Georgia that our students have access to
that many people in New York and Los Angeles are not even considering,” he said.
“So, for students at Georgia Southern there are opportunities they should take
advantage of because the industry is right here in our backyard.”
The professor and filmmaker just finished a short documentary on
undocumented college students and is in the early stages of developing a
documentary about mental health and parenthood. — SANDRA BENNETT
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AVERITT AWARD WINNERS 2018

GUSTAVO SILVEIRA
Merging Tech and Music
Gustavo Silveira (‘18) is a renaissance man
when it comes to music technology. He’s
the winner of the 2018 Averitt Award
for Excellence in Instruction. He is part
musician, composer, teacher, musical director,
instrumentalist, multimedia artist, engineer
and instrument maker, all wrapped into one.
Silveira got involved with music at an early
age while growing up in Brazil.
“My father is a musician, so I started
playing guitar really early,” said Silveira. “I
think that I started because I liked being
involved with him and his bands. I was
playing in bands with him, but then I decided
I liked playing all the instruments myself.”
Playing all the instruments himself led
to work on several projects as a composer,
musical director and instrumentalist with
groups such as Grupo Tholl, a Brazilian
Cirque du Soleil type of musical show.
“I was not planning to study music formally.
But then I started getting so involved with
making music that I thought I should take it
a step further by earning my bachelor’s in
music composition.”
Silveira got interested in music
technology in college, and started making
electronic music.
“I got to know some tools that you can use
to create your own sounds. It opened a lot of
doors for my creativity,” said Silveira.
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Born in Pelotas, Brazil, Silveira received his
bachelor’s degree in music composition from
the Universidade Federal de Pelotas. Then,
he was referred to Georgia Southern as a
potential graduate assistant.
“I was introduced to Gustavo while he was
performing with his group ‘Bit Comma,’ and
I was impressed by the quality of the music,”
said John Thompson, Ph.D., Silveira’s faculty
advisor and head of the music technology
area at Georgia Southern.
This introduction led to an assistantship
for Silveira teaching studio techniques and
musical instrument digital interface (MIDI)
sequencing.
“I decided that Gustavo would be an ideal
fit for the program due to his extraordinary
creativity and his growing technical
expertise,” said Thompson.
The assistantship also led to a growing
mutual respect between the two.
“John is an amazing teacher. He is an
amazing adviser, amazing human being,”
said Silveira.
This year, Silveira created a MIDI controller
called the XT Synth. Normally, MIDI
controllers are keyboard-style instruments.
The XT Synth has functionality that can only
be achieved through guitar-style playing.
“You have all these tiny expressions that
you can do with a guitar, like vibrato, string

bending, sliding, that type of thing. You can’t
do that on a keyboard. With this, you can
make electronic music without having to learn
to play the keyboard. So that’s the approach I
took with the XT Synth,” explained Silveira.
Silveira has designed many kits and online
tutorials that enable students to create their
own electronic instruments. His designs use
an inexpensive microcontroller and his own
custom-designed printed circuit boards,
packaged in a low-cost, easily assembled kit.
“He has a desire to democratize musical
tools and technology skills into the hands
of students who otherwise would not be
able to afford the necessary hardware,”
added Thompson.
“So I create the controller,” said Silveira.
“I release all the files so they can just buy
the parts in their local store. An instrument
that might cost a thousand dollars in Brazil,
you could make for a hundred dollars on
your own.”
The topics researched in his instrument
building were the same topics Silveira
taught in his music technology courses at
Georgia Southern.
Thompson thinks that Silveira’s students
felt that he brought the subject to life.
“Students were excited by the prospect
that, with such an expert at hand who
excels as a teacher, outstanding works of
music technology were within their reach,”
said Thompson.
Silveira was a finalist in the prestigious
Guthman Musical Instrument Competition
at Georgia Tech with the XT Synth. The
instrument was also detailed in a paper
submitted to the NIME (New Interfaces for
Musical Expression) conference.
Silveira has given numerous performances
with the instrument including at the Root
Signals Festival of Electronic Music. Each
performance has showcased the possibilities
with his instrument’s combination of music
and technology.
“Gustavo has an extensive knowledge and a
keen intuition about design,” said Thompson.
“The entire music technology program gained
from what he learned and the projects he
did here.”
Silveira can be found on the web at
musiconerd.com, which translates to
“Nerd Musician.”
He’s not just a musical nerd though. He’s
truly a music technology renaissance man.
— LIZ WALKER
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the work I did in Iceland. So overall I think it
helps me as a biologist to understand global
ecosystems and the ecosystem processes. It
broadens my mind in respect to biology.”
Because he’s older, Sanchez-Ruiz considers
himself a non-traditional student, and it
shows in his outlook on higher education.
“Most people going to college don’t know
anything about what they want to seek in life.
The reason I think I’ve done well is because
I took the time to figure out what I wanted.
And research is not like a job to me. It’s more
like my life, you know? I get invested in all
these experiences.”

JOSE SANCHEZ-RUIZ
Exploring Science, Seeking Adventure
2018 Averitt Award for Research Excellence
winner, José Sanchez-Ruiz, is an explorer.
His biology research on aquatic-terrestrial
interactions has landed him assignments all
over the world. Places like his birthplace of
Puerto Rico, Iceland, Chile — even his current
home in Statesboro, Georgia.

Changing Fields from Art to Biology

After spending four years, and nearing
completion of an art degree at the University
of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras, Sanchez-Ruiz
decided to try something new. He took
two science courses that led to research
opportunities. He found he had an affinity for
science and research, so he started his degree
all over again. He graduated in 2016 with a
degree in biology. His life has been a worldwide scientific expedition ever since.
“It was kind of amazing that I could go and
explore places that I would never imagine
existed,” said Sanchez-Ruiz. “I thought, so
they pay me to be an explorer? To do all of
this stuff? To explain the natural world? I don’t
know. It kind of fit with my personality, and I
immediately switched my major to biology.”
He worked in the stream ecology lab at
the University of Puerto Rico. The lab had
connections that later developed into a
friendship with Checo Colón-Gaud, Ph.D.,
associate professor and the biology graduate
program director at Georgia Southern.
Colón-Gaud later steered Sanchez-Ruiz to
an assistantship that has allowed him to
continue his work on a master’s degree at
Georgia Southern.

Being a Late Bloomer Leads to
Early Publishing Success

Due to his late change in major and frequent
research, Sanchez-Ruiz is a bit older than his
University colleagues. But he is early when
it comes to having his work published in

peer-reviewed journals. So far, he has been
an author or co-author of six papers, and has
widely presented his research.
“I think it is his dedication that allows
him to disseminate his work so proficiently,”
said Colón-Gaud. “José has been able to
keep motivated and committed to the work.
He knows that this is the key to accessing
opportunities for continued studies (he plans
to pursue a Ph.D.) once he completes his M.S.
at Georgia Southern.”
Sanchez-Ruiz will graduate this fall or in
the spring depending on how his research
progresses. He wants to get enough work
done to complete more research papers. But
the slight delay is fine with Sanchez-Ruiz, as
he views research as an important part of
his education.
“For me it’s really important as an ecologist
and biologist to understand different
biomes. The work I do in Georgia is really
geographically different than the work I did in
Puerto Rico. And the work I did in Chile and

A Life of Adventure

For people who love science and love
adventure, Sanchez-Ruiz recommends a
biology career.
“I’ve been to Colombia, Costa Rica
multiple times, Chile, Iceland and several
places in the U.S. So for me, that is one of the
greatest incentives for a career in biology. I
would recommend that anybody who has a
similar mindset to go for it.”
The Georgia Southern biology department
will be sorry to see this student leave. He’s
a prolific researcher and writer with drive,
enthusiasm and commitment to growth.
“I’m very proud of José,” says Colón-Gaud.
“I know he’s worked hard to get to where he’s
at, and I’m confident that he will continue to
succeed. More importantly, José has been
able to establish a foundation for future work
that will contribute to the field of ecology and
the conservation of natural ecosystems. He’s
been a solid student, a great team player and
an outstanding citizen of our program. I’m
going to be sad to see him leave.”
So far, he’s certainly been enjoying a very
adventurous life. It appears his delayed
change in major was the right choice. The
Averitt Award is Georgia Southern’s highest
honor for graduate student research.
— LIZ WALKER

Research Highlights
Sanchez-Ruiz has presented his research at the international meeting of the Society for
Freshwater Science and presented at the international conference for Tropical Aquatic
Ecosystems in the Anthropocene (AQUATROP) in July.
Throughout his time in the graduate program, Sanchez-Ruiz has successfully secured
funding for his research and to travel to conferences through the Georgia Southern
Graduate Student Organization and the Department of Biology.
Sanchez-Ruiz has also developed proposals for external funding sources such
as Sigma Xi, the National Science Foundation, and has been awarded a graduate
mentoring fellowship from the Society for Freshwater Science’s Instars Program, to
broaden participation of underrepresented minorities in aquatic science.
During the winter of 2017-18, Sanchez-Ruiz was awarded the NSF International
Research Experiences for Students to participate in the development of a long-term
research site at the Omora Ethnobotanical Park at Navarino Island, Chile. Sanchez-Ruiz
was one of only four graduate students nationally selected to participate in this prestigious
opportunity and he has quickly turned this into a potential long-term collaboration with
researchers at the site, as well as from other universities in Chile and the United States.
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R E S E A R C H & C R E AT I V I T Y

Allen E. Paulson College of
Engineering and Computing

PROFESSOR LANDS
$300,000 GRANT FOR
POWER SYSTEM RESEARCH
Professor Masoud Davari, Ph.D., has been awarded a grant of
$299,850 from the National Science Foundation (NSF) for his
research. Davari submitted the proposal, “Collaborative Research:
Fully Integrated Power and Energy Systems with Multi-Infeed AC/
DC Architecture: Developing Advanced Controls, Protections,
and Hardware-in-the-Loop Simulation.” His research will develop
advanced protections, controls and automation for the modernized
microgrids toward implementing smart grids and help merge those
systems into one single process. The developed theories of this
project, done in collaboration with Mississippi State researchers,
can be tailored and broadly developed for many networked types
of control in other domains and power systems.
The three-year project will give specific attention to the
involvement of underrepresented minorities at Georgia Southern
and Mississippi State University in STEM research and learning.
Davari is a professor of electrical and computer engineering in
power systems and power electronics.

Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health

WEIGHT LOSS
TRENDS IN
OVERWEIGHT
ADOLESCENTS

Master of Public Health graduate Daneisha R.
Hawkins (‘18), co-authored a study published
in JAMA Pediatrics on weight loss trends
in overweight adolescents. This student-led
research used data from the National Health and
Nutrition Examination Survey to examine weight
loss trends. Students classified data into three
survey periods, early/reference (1988-1994),
intermediate (1999-2004) and recent (20092014), and looked at data from participants aged
16-19 in all periods.
Results showed that fewer overweight and
obese adolescents attempted to lose weight in
2009-2014 compared with their counterparts
interviewed in 1988-1994. Additionally, more
overweight adolescents seem satisfied with their
weight and not ready or motivated to engage in
weight loss efforts.

Waters College of Health Professions

SOLDIER ATHLETE
HUMAN PERFORMANCE
OPTIMIZATION PROJECT
Nancy Henderson, DPT, is working collaboratively with the 2nd
Brigade Physical Therapist, Capt. Max Dummer, and the 3rd
Infantry Division stationed at Fort Stewart, Georgia, to offer
the nine-week program, Soldier Athlete Human Performance
Optimization (SAHPO). The program is currently open to students
enrolled in the physical therapy program on Georgia Southern
University Armstrong Campus. Students who participate in the
SAHPO are assigned to their own company, approximately 100
soldiers, within one of the battalions at Fort Stewart. Four to 10
soldiers from each company who are registered for the program are
partnered with one of the student-participants.
The program uses a train-the-trainer method where each student
provides didactic education on three different injury prevention
topics, running, mobility and functional fitness, to their assigned
soldiers. Students also provide implementation classes where
they assist their soldiers in teaching the rest of the company the
material that the students taught them.
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Parker College of Business

LOGISTICS AND
SUPPLY CHAIN
MANAGEMENT
PROGRAM EARNS
TOP-15 RANKING
The Georgia Southern University Logistics and
Supply Chain Management (L&SCM) department
is ranked in the top 15 in the world by The SCM
Journal List for empirically focused research
publications in leading supply chain management
journals. Each year’s ranking is based on the
research published in these journals during the
prior five years. Ranking 15th out of 400-plus
programs, the L&SCM Department is recognized
for its continued excellence in research. The 2018
ranking is up seven spots from last year.
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College of Behavioral and Social Sciences

College of Science and Mathematics

Jamie E. Scalera, Ph.D., was selected as a research
scholar-in-residence through the Jean Monnet
European Union Center of Excellence Summer
Research Scholar Program at the University of
Pittsburgh. She is an assistant professor in the
Department of Political Science and International
Studies. Scalera, the first faculty member from an
American university to win this award, teaches and
researches in the field of international relations,
with a general focus on international organizations
and international political economy. She joined the
faculty at Georgia Southern in 2012.
In another research note, Psychology Professor
Amy Hackney, Ph.D., co-authored an article that was
published in the Journal of the American Medical
Association, “Change in percentages of adults with
overweight and obesity trying to lose weight, 19882014.” This is the first article from the psychology
department to be published in that prestigious
journal, and it has been widely cited in the media.

Graduate student Anna Wagner is examining the effects of chemical
contamination on feeding relationships between fish and the
microscopic animals (zooplankton) they eat. The Department of
Biology student is investigating 4-methylcyclohexane methanol
(MCHM), used to clean coal prior to use. MCHM enters the
environment in low concentrations during routine disposal, and
occasionally in high concentrations from accidents, such as the 2014
spill in the Elk River in West Virginia. Existing data suggests that
zooplankton are more sensitive to MCHM than zebrafish. However,
whether MCHM-induced changes to individual species affects their
predator-prey interaction has not been previously examined.
Under the direction of Professors Risa Cohen, Ph.D., and Vinoth
Sittaramane, Ph.D., Wagner found that MCHM decreased mobility
in both species, resulting in a 40 percent decrease in zebrafish
feeding rates. She presented these results at the Southeastern
Regional Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry
meeting in August in Dauphin Island, Alabama, where she won
Best Student Oral Presentation.

NOTABLE
RECOGNITIONS

ENVIRONMENTAL
TOXICOLOGY RESEARCH
PRESENTED

College of Education

PROFESSORS EDIT HIGHLIGHTED BOOK
The book, Promoting Social Justice through the Scholarship of
Teaching and Learning, edited by Georgia Southern University’s
College of Education Professors Delores Liston, Ph.D., and Regina
Rahimi, Ed.D., was included in a January compilation of ten
“Selected New Books on Higher Education” in The Chronicle of
Higher Education.
A collection of contributions by a diverse selection of educators
and scholars, the book gives an in-depth look at how educators

and students can promote equity and social justice across
multiple disciplines. The contributors offer reflections related to
educational ethics, marginalized groups, community service and
activism, counter narratives and a range of classroom practices.
Although the authors work in a variety of disciplines and employ
different theoretical frameworks, they are united by the conviction
that education should improve lives by promoting equity and
social justice. The book was published by Indiana University.

College of Arts and Humanities

RESEARCHING DISSENTING ENGLISH AUTHORS
Building upon his previous work on 18th and early 19th century
dissenting women writers in England, Professor Tim Whelan,
Ph.D., has now completed two more projects involving one of
the most important dissenting women writers of the 1790s, Mary
Hays (1759-1843).
Whelan’s website, Mary Hays: Life and Correspondence, is
now open to the public and represents one of the most important
additions to the field of digital humanities concerning women
writers. The Hays site is the latest addition to Whelan’s greater
website Dissenting Studies: 1650-1850, the largest website in
existence devoted to the writings of people associated with
religious dissent in England during those two centuries.
The new website on Mary Hays includes complete
transcriptions of 411 letters to and from Hays, biographical
entries on more than 100 individuals named in the
correspondence and the first complete genealogical tree of Hays

and her extended family. It also introduces a photo gallery, a
detailed history of the various places in and around London
where she lived during her lifetime, complete texts of all her
books and periodical writings between 1784 and 1801, and the
most detailed chronology of her life ever produced.
As an outgrowth of his work on Mary Hays, Whelan also
uncovered the lost novel by Hays’s younger sister, Elizabeth Hays
(c. 1765-1825). Composed over 20 years before being published
in 1819, Fatal Errors, or, Poor Mary-Anne was lost to literary
history until Whelan’s discovery in 2015, the only known copy
that now resides in the British Library. He has completed a new
edition of the novel for the Chawton House Library series on
women novelists, published by Routledge Press, London, which
will appear in 2019, in collaboration with another Hays scholar,
Felicity James, University of Leicester, U.K.
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GETTING
PAST
‘ALMOST’
Steven Fisk looks to
make history and lead
Georgia Southern out
of second place

In his final year as a member of the Georgia
Southern Men’s Golf Team, Steven Fisk has
experienced his share of almosts.
In 2017, when Fisk was a sophomore, the
Eagles were one putt away from a Sun Belt
Championship. In final match play, Jake
Storey’s putt to win rolled to the left, and
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Alex Herrmann from Georgia State sank
a 10-footer to clinch the title. In 2018, the
Eagles faced a Coastal Carolina team on fire.
The Chanticleers gathered steam in later
tournament rounds and never looked back
on their way to a championship, downing the
Eagles 4-1 in the match play championship.
“If somebody plays really well and beats you,
you just gotta respect that,” said Fisk. “There’s
nothing you can do about that. You work your
butt off and play as hard as you can, and if
somebody is just better than you that day,
there’s nothing you can do. It was a little easier
to swallow than my sophomore year.”
Despite the team’s agonizing defeat, and
missing an invitation to regionals by less than
10 spots in the rankings, Fisk still managed
to put together one of the most impressive
seasons in program history. He won two
events outright, placed in the top 10 seven
times, shot 26 rounds of 72 or lower, 10
rounds of 67 or lower, and finished the year
with a 69.18 single-season stroke average —
the best in University history.
If that wasn’t enough, he reached the No.
1 individual Golfstat ranking during the year,
was on the watch list for the Palmer Cup,
set a program record total score of 197 (-19)
at the Autotrader Collegiate Classic, and
tied an NCAA record with a score of 60 at
the Warrior Princeville Makai Invitational in
Princeville, Hawaii. Only 13 players in NCAA
history have reached that score, and Fisk
admits he was slightly frustrated because he
missed a five-footer for birdie that would’ve
made it 59.
“I think it’s the greatest fall season for an
individual in the history of the program,” said
Head Coach Carter Collins. “We’ve been
around for 40-plus years.”
This year, the Eagles will enter the season
without graduating seniors Jonas Vaisenen,
Jake Storey and Archer Price, whose
consistent play kept Georgia Southern in the
running in several events. However, several
returning players and new additions to the
roster are making the Eagles 2018-19 season
a promising one.
Over the summer, returning junior
Brett Barron won the Georgia Amateur
Championship by four strokes, shooting
remarkable rounds of 68-69-66-68. He’s
joined by returning sophomore Avery Price,
who recently shot a 62 to tie the course
record at the Fighting Irish Classic in Indiana,
junior Luukas Alakulppi, sophomore Jacob
Bayer, junior Alexander DeRosa, and senior
Crawford Simmons.
The Eagles also recruited one of the most
talented new classes in recent memory. The
University secured two No. 1-ranked high

school players in Ben Carr, from Columbus,
Georgia, and Mason Williams, from
Bridgeport, West Virginia. Wilson Andress,
from Macon, Georgia, was ranked second
in the state, and junior college transfer Jake
Maples from McDonough, Georgia, was a firstteam All-American last year.
“I think we’ll have more depth than we did
last year,” said Fisk. “I think this year we may
see a little more rotation in the lineup just
because with all the depth we have, I think
we’ll have some guys who start, some who get
hot at different times. Maybe if you weren’t in
a lineup in one tournament, all of a sudden
you’re playing really well and you’re in the
lineup for the next one.
“Everybody will be competing all the time
and really fighting. Yeah, maybe it’ll raise the
intensity level a little bit.”
The Eagles Fall 2018 season has been
one for the record books. Fisk has won four
out of four events, and the team won two
events — The Hummingbird Intercollegiate

Pictured (from left to right): Volunteer Asst. Coach
Cody O’Toole, Price, Alakulppi, Bayer, Williams,
Carr, Andress, Fisk, Collins

and the Autotrader Classic. In early October,
at the Fighting Irish Classic in Notre Dame,
Indiana, the Eagles shot the lowest round of
golf in school history and set a tournament
record — an 18-under-par 266, which beat the
previous school record of 271 set at the 1980
Gator Invitational.
In addition, those highly ranked incoming
freshmen have lived up to the hype.
Golfstat ranks them the top freshman class
in the country.
“I am very proud of Steven and this team
for what they have been able to accomplish
to this point,” said Collins. “We are looking
forward and the best is yet to come!”
It’s an impressive start for the team, and for
Fisk, the beginning of a legacy.
“I’m hoping I can maybe make that gap a
little bit wider after my senior year is over
with,” he said. “I’d like to set a good number
out there for some of the younger guys to
chase down.” — DOY CAVE
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HITTING HER STRIDE
"Volleyball’s always had my heart,
but education comes first"
Education is a priority for Lauren Reichard,
the first team All-Sun Belt volleyball player
who made the conference academic honor
roll for the 2016-17 season. She was also
named the George-Anne 2017-18 StudentAthlete of the Year and is the first volleyball
player in Georgia Southern history to be
named first-team All-Sun Belt. She was also
named 2018-19 preseason All-Sun Belt.
When asked which award means the most
to her, first team or academic honor roll,
Reichard’s answer provides insight into how
she has approached her college career.
“Being named first team All-Sun Belt was
one of my biggest accomplishments. I definitely
didn’t see it coming because we didn’t make
tournament, but it shows that my hard work
was paying off. At the same time, school means
more than volleyball. Education comes first.
We’re student-athletes, you know.”
Reichard has been around volleyball
since she was a little girl. Although she was
a Pennsylvania All-State softball player in
high school, she chose volleyball as her
college sport.
Her mom has played an influential role,
too. Reichard’s coach through club volleyball
and Eastern York, Pennsylvania, High School
volleyball teams, Jennifer James Reichard
played Division I volleyball for Eastern
Kentucky University and was an alternate on
the U.S. Olympic Volleyball team at the 1992
Barcelona Olympics.
So, you could say volleyball is in Lauren’s
blood.
“Although being six feet tall helps a lot,”
says Reichard.
Pennsylvania is a long way from Georgia
Southern. The first Lauren had ever heard
about the University was when she was
recruited by former Head Volleyball Coach,
Dustin Wood. Having grown up near Lauren’s
home town of Wrightsville, Pennsylvania, and
being familiar with the area had made Coach
Wood aware of Reichard’s potential.
“Dustin invited me down here for a visit
and I absolutely fell in love with the campus,
fell in love with the girls, the team, the
whole atmosphere. I loved it from day
one,” said Reichard.

Proud to be Part of the Eagle Family

She considers it an honor and responsibility
to be named a team captain.
“To deal with these girls every single day,
just to be around them,’ said Reichard. “They
literally are my family. It’s a great bond that
we all have together. It’s an honor to be a
captain on the team and look after those girls.
I couldn’t be more happy or more proud to be
a part of the Eagles team.”
Reichard is clearly acknowledged as a true
team leader on and off the volleyball court.
“I’m very excited for her to lead us this year,”
said Wood. “She is one of the best leaders I
have ever coached, and definitely a model
student-athlete for others to follow. I really
appreciate everything she’s done for Georgia
Southern and the volleyball program.”
Reichard credits the Georgia Southern
athletic support system with her ability to
juggle academics with volleyball and help her
achieve academic success.
“We have a lot in place. We have Cone Hall,
which is our study hall. We have all of our
tutors and advisers. In season it’s a lot. But you
grow to adapt, and know how to deal with all
that. And you realize that your school work has
to be done. It’s always school over volleyball.”
The senior business management major
clearly has a head on those volleyball shoulders.
“I chose business as my major because of
the potential job opportunities,” said Lauren.
“My absolute dream goal after college is to

pursue a volleyball career. But if I can’t do
that, business is the route for me.”

Life Lessons

Volleyball has greatly influenced Lauren’s
approach to life.
“It’s helped me in a lot of situations. It’s
like my stress reliever. It’s made me look
at stress differently than other students
might. Because you have a lot more on your
plate, you know how to handle all the things
that are thrown at you a lot easier. It has
definitely affected me positively.”
Reichard has learned a lot about life from
her volleyball experience at Georgia Southern.
“My biggest life lesson from volleyball is to
push forward in anything that you want to do
in life,” said Reichard. “Put in the work and put
in the effort to do something that you love, that
you want to pursue in life. Because it goes by
quickly and you don’t have time to redo it.”
Wise words from the talented studentathlete. — LIZ WALKER

STATISTICS:

• 2017-18 Sun Belt Commissioner's List
• 2017 First-Team All-Sun Belt — the first Eagle
volleyball player ever named
• Sun-Belt Conference 2017 academic
honor roll
• In 2018, broke the Georgia Southern
career blocks record set by Jennifer
Charles from 2003-06 with 494
• In 2018 ranked 12th in the NCAA and
second in the conference in blocks
• Ranked seventh in the league in hitting
percentage
• Finished her career with 981 kills
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AT H L E T I C S

‘WE TOLD YOU SO!’

Matt Breida adds his name among elite NFL rushers

Below: Breida, left, with McKinnon
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The world is finally figuring out what Georgia
Southern fans have known all along — Matt
Breida is one of the best running backs in the
country. Period.
After two weeks of the NFL regular season
with the San Francisco 49ers, Breida was
the leading rusher in the league and won the
FedEx Ground Player of the Week award. As
of week six of the regular season (and Georgia
Southern magazine press time), Breida is
sixth in the NFL for rushing yards and first
in the NFL for yards per carry. Not bad for a
player who wasn’t invited to the NFL scouting
combine and went undrafted.
“I felt like I should’ve been drafted the
whole time,” said Breida. “It gave me that
extra chip on my shoulder. And now that I’m
finally on the team that had faith in me and
trust in me, it feels that much better. You
always want to go where you’re wanted, and
just to be here every day, you know, you can’t
take anything for granted because so many
guys wish they could be in your position. So
I’m just happy where I am right now and I just
can’t wait to play more football.”
His professional performance shouldn’t
have come as such a surprise.
At Georgia Southern, Breida turned in
Heisman-level seasons in 2014, when he
rushed for almost 1,500 yards and averaged
a national-best 8.7 yards per carry; and
2015, when he rushed for more than 1,600
yards and averaged a nation-high 7.9 yards
per carry. Even with his disappointing 2016
season (under a first-time head coach and
struggling new offense), Breida is still No.
22 on the NCAA’s all-time yards-per-carry
leaders. All time.
But it was that 2016 season that made
scouts skeptical enough not to invite him to
the NFL scouting combine. Their skepticism
was proven to be folly, however, at the Eagles
Pro Day in March of 2017. Breida dominated
the field at the combine even in his absence.
He ran the 40-yard dash in a staggering 4.37
seconds, jumped 42” high, and broad jumped
11.2 feet — all measurements that would’ve
put him in first place at the combine. He also
bench pressed 225 lbs. 23 times, a thirdplace finish.
In his second year with the 49ers, Breida
was going to be part of a Georgia Southern
alumni running back duo. The 49ers
acquired NFL running back and former Eagle
quarterback Jerick McKinnon in a four-year
contract worth almost $37 million. Both

players were excited about sharing an allEagle backfield. On Sept. 1, however, during a
preseason practice, McKinnon tore his ACL,
which sidelined him for the season.
“When it happened, it was probably one
of the worst days I had this year,” said Breida
in an interview with NFL Network. “Jerick’s
worked so hard to get to this point and to get
where he’s at in his career. To see it all end in
one day and on one play that was non-contact
was pretty freaky and pretty crazy. But one
thing about Jerick, he’s going to bounce back.
Ever since then, he’s been positive, upbeat.
He’s never let this keep him down. And I
know next year when he comes back he’s
going to have a great year.”
McKinnon has been a cheerleader for
Breida on Twitter and on the sidelines. When
the two players were at Georgia Southern,
Breida was only a freshman and rarely got
his number called on the field, but seeing
the young running back develop into an elite
professional stoked McKinnon’s Eagle pride.
“I think the thing I was most excited about
was just to see how far he’s come along,” said
McKinnon. “But you know, ever since I got
here, he’s been everything a Georgia Southern
player is — he works hard, comes to work
every day. Head on straight. Just trying to find
ways to get better each and every day.”
How much better he’ll get remains to be
seen, but Georgia Southern fans will be
watching, ready to say, “We told you so!”
— DOY CAVE

GEORGIA SOUTHERN FOOTBALL

BOWL
ELIGIBLE
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2018 ATHLETICS
HALL OF FAME CLASS
Todd Lee (baseball, 1995–97) – A threetime All-American as named by Collegiate
Baseball, he also earned Freshman AllAmerica honors by Louisville Slugger in
1995. He was a two-time member of the
Smith Super Team, honoring the nation’s
best baseball players and was named
the 1995 Southern Conference (SoCon)
Freshman of the Year. Lee was named
the 1997 SoCon Pitcher of the Year, and
was a two-time all-region selection by the
American Baseball Coaches Association
and a two-time All-Southern Conference
selection. He was Georgia Southern’s alltime saves leader with 29 and is second
all-time in career ERA with a 2.46 mark.

Pictured (from left to right): Harry Carter, Shanita Black Carter, Jayson Foster, Telly Hall Wright, Mark
Williams, Todd Lee and Freddy Pesqueira

It was a big September for seven of Georgia
Southern University’s all-time greats. Six
former student-athletes and one administrator
joined the Georgia Southern Athletics Hall of
Fame. They were introduced during halftime
of the game between the Eagles and UMass at
Paulson on Sept. 8. The new inductees bring
the total number of former coaches, studentathletes, supporters and administrators in the
Georgia Southern Athletics Hall of Fame to
154. The inductees include:
Shanita Black Carter (softball 2003–06) –
She was a three-time all-conference softball
player and the 2006 Southern Conference
(SoCon) Player of the Year. As the The SoCon
Tournament Most Outstanding Player in
2006, she led the Eagles to a conference
crown and the first NCAA berth in school
history. She broke 12 school records during
her career and still holds the SoCon record
for most hits in one season (102, 2006).
Harry Carter (professor, former acting
president, provost 1983–99) – He chaired
the college athletics committee that
recommended to President Dale Lick the reestablishment of intercollegiate football in the
early 1980s. Carter directed the University’s
effort to achieve its initial NCAA certification
in 1995 and increased general benefits to the
athletics department, including enhancement

of opportunities for women student-athletes.
The alumnus, who is still a major contributor
to Georgia Southern, joined his wife, Brenda,
in the Hall of Fame. They fund the annual
Georgia Southern Male and Female StudentAthlete of the Year awards.
Jayson Foster (football 2004–07) – He
earned All-American honors at three different
positions: quarterback, running back and
all-purpose athlete. He is the only Eagle to
ever score a touchdown five different ways:
rushing, passing, receiving, punt return and
kickoff return. Foster was named the 2004
Southern Conference (SoCon) Freshman
of the Year and the 2007 SoCon Offensive
Player of the Year. He was the first sophomore
in NCAA history to win the 2007 Walter
Payton Award as the top player in the FCS.
Telly Hall Wright (women’s basketball,
1995–98) – She was a three-time AllSouthern Conference (SoCon) selection in
women’s basketball who still ranks sixth in
all-time scoring. She made three SoCon AllTournament teams and was the Most Valuable
Player of the 1998 SoCon tournament. Wright
ranks sixth on Georgia Southern’s all-time
scoring list with 1,425 points. Her 13.1 career
scoring average ranks seventh in school history.

Freddy Pesqueira (football, 1999–2002) –
He was a four-time All-American who earned
first-team honors in 2000, 2001 and 2002.
Pesqueira earned first-team All-America
honors from four different publications as a
junior and five different outlets as a senior.
He was a four-time All-Southern Conference
honoree who took first-team honors in each of
his final three seasons. Pesqueira was named
the SoCon Defensive Player of the Year in
2001 after recording 133 stops, including
15.5 for loss and three sacks, along with an
interception returned for a touchdown, three
forced fumbles and seven pass break ups.
Pesqueira’s 353 career tackles rank second
all-time in program history, coming from the
defensive tackle spot.
Mark Williams (football, 1995–99) – Williams
was a four-year starter and decorated player
at the offensive guard position during
his career with the Eagles. A three-time
consensus All-American, he finished his
career with 13 separate national honors. As
the starting right guard, Williams led Georgia
Southern to a 141-13 mark during four letterwinning seasons. As a sophomore, junior
and senior the team enjoyed three straight
Southern Conference titles, two NCAA
Division 1-AA National Championship Game
appearances and a title in 1999.
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ALUMNI

ELIZABETH HILDEBRAND MATHERNE

Advocating for Society’s
Most Vulnerable

Matherne is pictured on the right with staff of the
SPLC office in Ocilla.

Elizabeth Hildebrand Matherne has always
had a heart for the underdog. From starting
out as a public defender in Orlando, to
successfully handling humanitarian and
family-based immigration applications, like
asylum, as a solo law practitioner in Atlanta,
she has always had a love for helping people.
But her spirit for practicing law began to
break in 2016. In her legal practice in Atlanta,
she found it more and more difficult to help
asylum seekers find sanctuary in the United
States. As a result, her practice became a
series of free asylum seeker consultations.
Matherne thought it unfair to take money
from clients when the likelihood of a
successful outcome was remote.

Something Needed to Change

“I noticed that the sadness of their stories
and the insurmountable odds they face in this
jurisdiction started affecting my personal life
in ways that I couldn’t manage. And figured
that something needed to give. So I had
always, even in law school, I had dreamed of
being the law librarian,” said Matherne.
So after much thought, she decided to
pull the plug and put her legal practice on
hold. Matherne began studying in a distance
learning program for a master’s degree
in library science from the University of
Alabama. She received her degree in 2017.
But it was a tough time for Matherne, as she
hated leaving the practice of immigration law.
“I really was despondent and brokenhearted in many ways, but the time winding
down my law firm and pursuing my master’s
50
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degree allowed me much needed time for
reflection,” said Matherne.
That changed with the launch of the
Southeast Immigrant Freedom Initiative
(SIFI) of the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC). The program provides pro bono legal
representation to asylum seekers detained
in the rural Southeastern United States.
Elizabeth saw the opportunity to continue
fighting as a part of SPLC’s groundbreaking
direct representation initiative.
“The SIFI locations are near immigration
detention centers in the Southeast, which are
far away from the detainees’ family members,
where they would find attorneys and even
where the courts are, in some cases,” said
Matherne. “There are close to a thousand
immigration detainees in this little bitty town
in the middle of rural south Georgia.”
When a position for the SIFI program
was created at the Irwin County Immigrant
Detention Center in the small town of Ocilla,
Georgia, Matherne approached her husband,
Joe, then an Atlanta accountant, about the job.
The couple has three children together.
“We thought it would be an opportunity
for the children to get out of the city, and
have more of the things we love like open
spaces and family-centered living. As Georgia
Southern graduates, we both always wanted
to move back to south Georgia. When I had
done work there in the past, I remembered
Ocilla as being a really charming little town.”
Matherne now is senior lead attorney in
Ocilla for SPLC, and the attorney of record
for all the SIFI cases there.

Childhood Background Led to
Georgia Southern

Matherne credits her childhood educational
experiences in Atlanta, plus her time
at Georgia Southern, for providing her
the foundation for service and helping
marginalized individuals in society.
For a time in elementary, and all of middle
school, she was in the magnet school program
in DeKalb County. Matherne was bused out
of her neighborhood to a majority AfricanAmerican school.
“I think those experiences of growing
up in a very diverse environment gave me
a different perspective than many middle

class students have,” said Matherne. “So I
was really excited about Georgia Southern,
and getting back to a very welcoming and
diverse campus.”
In addition to the friendliness and
diversity, Matherne was drawn to Georgia
Southern because of the international
program and the chance to get an
interdisciplinary degree. She received her
B.S. in international trade in 2001.
There were opportunities for me to do
honors classes, many volunteer options and
I got to study abroad one summer. I interned
in Segovia, Spain, and it really was life
changing.”
Matherne met her husband on campus
too. They were both volunteer tutors for
the freshman retention program, and spent
many hours working together. They recently
celebrated their 16th wedding anniversary.

“I was really excited
about Georgia
Southern, and
getting back to a very
welcoming and
diverse campus.”
Happy and Proud of What She
Has Accomplished

“I’m so happy now. I took my daughter to
riding lessons last night. It’s awesome that
we’re in a community where there are things
to do like that.”
Matherne is proud of the resiliency and
fortitude that it took to take a step back and
look at things honestly and unapologetically.
Proud to have returned to her passion,
helping people.
“I have stood up for people who had no one
else on their side. And I’m proud of that. I’m
proud of finding a way to continue to do the
work that I love, but finding a way to do it in a
more sustainable and balanced way. I literally
can’t believe I get to do this job every day. I
love it so much.” — LIZ WALKER
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BEN SIDES

Special Agent
in Charge
Did you know there is a three-letter bureau
in the Department of State that provides
security and law enforcement?
The Diplomatic Security Service protects
U.S. embassies and consulates. In the U.S.,
DSS special agents and security professionals
protect visiting foreign dignitaries, bring
suspected lawbreakers to justice, conduct
criminal investigations and safeguard U.S.
passports and visas. DSS is a smaller agency,
but has a wider global reach than any other
federal bureau, serving more than 270
embassies, consulates and posts worldwide.

Behind the Scenes

Ben Sides, a 1995 Georgia Southern criminal
justice studies graduate, works for this littleknown agency.
“You don’t hear much about us because
we try to support others in the background,”
said the special agent in charge. “Say there’s a
summit in a foreign country. We send agents,
security engineers, diplomatic couriers and
others to work in the background to make it
successful.”
DSS has offices in 30 cities throughout the
U.S. and Puerto Rico where they fight human
trafficking, investigate threats, guard against
U.S. passport/visa fraud and protect visiting
foreign dignitaries.
“For example, the last time Prince Harry
came through Chicago, we provided a full
package of bodyguards, and worked with
local law enforcement to help keep him safe
and secure,” said Sides.
Sides enlisted with the Marine Corps in
1987 in Savannah. He later joined the Marine
security guard program, protecting embassies
and consulates.
“When I was at the embassy in Mogadishu,
Somalia,” said Sides, “I got to know the
regional security officers at DSS. I thought,
hmm, I have an interest in law enforcement,
those guys have really cool jobs. That piqued
my interest. I also met my future wife Paulette
there, who also worked at the embassy.”

Straight Out of an Action Movie

There was excitement and danger for Sides in
Mogadishu.
“During my time there, the Somali
government fell. The rebels made their way
into the capital and surrounded the embassy.

It was a dangerous situation. The rebels were
demanding that we surrender our compound
and ourselves as prisoners. Of course, our
ambassador refused to do so,” said Sides.
Sides was the last one out. He had to race
through gunfire to jump on the final helicopter
as it was taking off. Operation Eastern Exit, as
it was known, became a case study for Marine
and Department of State operatives.

Back to School

After Somalia, Sides took a leap of faith. With
the support of his new wife, he went back to
school with hopes of becoming a DSS special
agent. He had family in south Georgia and
wanted to reconnect with them.
“Fresh out of the Marines, I needed to
finish my bachelor’s degree. I hadn’t finished
college because back then I was a little lost
in my young life. I was trying to attend on the
G.I. Bill, was looking for value for my money
and getting in-state tuition. I also wanted a
school that could support an adult learner...
It all came together with Georgia Southern,”
said Sides.
Sides also wanted a school that would make
veterans feel welcome.
“They welcomed me with open arms.
Georgia Southern had an awesome military
and veterans office. The counselors walked
you through the process of your first
registration, your first classes and checked
in with you periodically. That was very
helpful in reorienting back to civilian life and
academics,” said Sides.
Part of the requirement for graduation was
an internship. Sides wanted to get one at DSS.

It was a very selective program, but Sides was
accepted. He interned in Washington, D.C. for
three months as his final project.

New Career, but Just as
Adventurous

Sides has served all over the world as a DSS
special agent.
“I started out in the Washington field office,
then I was posted to Cairo, Egypt. I was in
Antananarivo, Madagascar, and then I was
assigned to D.C. again. Later Mumbai, Rome
and Baghdad, all before Chicago.”
As special agent in charge of the Chicago
field office, Sides supervises the Midwest region.
“My field office covers 13 states. We have
states that border Canada, so that gives us
quite a bit of work in the passport/visa fraud
and human trafficking area.”
When asked what courses at Georgia
Southern helped him in his DSS career, Sides
doesn’t hesitate.
“Classes in public speaking and sociology
for sure. You know, I’m in the people business.
The classes I took at Southern gave me a great
foundation for public speaking and engaging
with others.”
Working at DSS continues to be rewarding.
“The reason I became an agent was to
serve my country and to help others. Georgia
Southern students who are majoring in justice
studies or any of the sociological fields should
always consider a career with the Diplomatic
Security Service. As I said before, it’s a people
business. We are trying to help others. That’s
what we do.”— LIZ WALKER

In Madagascar 15 years ago,
while leaving the embassy one
evening, Sides was injured
in an accident requiring the
amputation of his right leg.
With the support of the State
Department, medical services
and DSS, he has enjoyed a
continuing career with few
physical limitations.
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DOROTHY KEMPSON

Finding Her Path in
Higher Education
Dorothy Kempson has been connected to the
Armstrong Campus for nearly 20 years. Since
enrolling as an undergraduate, she has earned
four degrees from the University.
“I started out as a student worker in
1999, and I loved helping students navigate
through the acceptance process and helping
them with their educational needs while
attending Armstrong,” she said. “I realized
then that I had a passion
for working in higher
education so I decided
to pursue a degree in
adult education.”
Currently, Kempson is
the director of Georgia
Southern University
Liberty Campus. In that
role, she oversees the
planning, operation and
fiscal administration of
the Campus, including
the oversight of the daily administrative
tasks necessary for the efficient operation
of a variety of educational programs,
student services and facilities management.
“A typical day…what’s that? I enjoy
providing an environment for students to be
able to reach their educational goals,” she
said. “I have an incredible staff that believes
in fostering student success. I have a great

relationship with community partners in
Liberty County. They are very supportive
of the work that Georgia Southern’s Liberty
Campus is doing to educate the citizens in
Liberty and surrounding counties.”
Kempson is a Wisconsin native who was
a police officer during her service in the
U.S. Army. She moved to Hinesville with her
husband who has retired from the military.
In addition to serving
as director, she is
the co-advisor of the
Armstrong Student
Veterans Association and
advisor of the Liberty
Campus Student Council.
Kempson said she enjoys
interacting with students
and working closely with
community partners to
meet the educational
needs of students,
veterans, soldiers and their families.
“Georgia Southern as a whole is a militaryfriendly university, and we go out of our way
to accommodate our military students as well
as our veterans,” Kempson said. “We operate
as a one-stop shop for our active-duty and
military-affiliated students, which means
we try to provide all the services that they
need at one campus. We actually just won

“We operate as a
one-stop shop for
our active-duty and
military-affiliated
students”
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recognition for exemplary service through
active duty military veterans support services
and activities. That was from the University
System of Georgia 2018 Adult Learner
Symposium “Building Momentum.”

Giving Back

Kempson is also an active Armstrong alumna
who said it is important for her to give back
to the university that inspired her career in
higher education.
“Attending Armstrong not only provided
me with a strong educational background but
it gave me the tools needed to become an
effective leader,” she said. “I will always be
grateful to the amazing faculty who instilled
their wisdom and personal experiences that
help mold me into the leader I am today.”
— SANDRA BENNETT

KEMPSON’S FOUR DEGREES
FROM ARMSTRONG
2014 M.A., Professional Communication
and Leadership
2006 M.Ed., Adult Education
2002 B.S., Criminal Justice
2000 A.A., Associate of Arts
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DALTON DANIEL

Arranging an
L.A. Music
Career
When Dalton Daniel graduated from Georgia
Southern University in 2015, he had a
bachelor’s degree in music composition, but
no job. So, he went straight to Los Angeles
(L.A.) to try to get into the music business.
But it’s hard to break into that competitive
market without connections. Fortunately,
Dalton’s trombone teacher at Georgia
Southern could help.
Associate Professor Richard Mason, DMA,
made a lot of friends working in L.A. as a
studio trombonist. Mason “had a friend who
knew a friend” who worked at Joann Kane
Music Service in Culver City. He told Mason
they were looking
for interns. These
interns would work
as assistants to the
copyists, scanning in
old musical scores
from the ‘40s and ‘50s
for digital archiving.
Daniel was willing
and able to do the job.
He told the hiring manager about his skills in
music notation programs and his experiences
as a college musician. He started out as
an intern but then began taking on more
responsibilities. Shortly, when a full-time
position as a music copyist opened up, Daniel
got the job. Right out of college, he broke into
the music business.

need a recording transcribed, and the copyist
will listen to the music and write it down for
them. Or a composer might want to provide
written music for a band or orchestra, and the
music copyist will need to write out the music
for each instrument.
“The music will come in as a MIDI (musical
instrument digital interface) file, or as a music
notation file, and we turn those into parts and
scores. Then we take the printed parts and
scores to recording sessions for film and TV
shows. Sometimes that means orchestrating.
Sometimes that means turning the scribbles
they give us into logical parts,” said Daniel.
While in high
school, Daniel made
the decision to stay in
Georgia for college to
be near family.
“I was looking at
UGA, Valdosta, and
actually, for short
period of time, I was
looking at Georgia
Tech to be an engineer. The only one that just
felt right to me was Georgia Southern. Where
all the other schools just weren’t the right fit
for me, it was just a nice friendly environment
that just felt right,” said Daniel.
His professors Mason, DMA; Martin
Gendelman, DMA; and William Schmid,
DMA; greatly influenced Daniel.
“My trombone professor, Dr. Mason, and
my composition professor, Dr. Gendelman,
were very influential to me. As a composition
major I got to study one-on-one with Dr.
Gendelman. We were able to exchange
ideas. I also took jazz composition and

“All the other schools
just weren’t the right
fit for me. Southern
just felt right.”

A Musical Occupation You’ve
Probably Never Heard of

What does Daniel do as a music copyist?
A music copyist prepares written music for
a musician, band or orchestra. A client might

arranging lessons with Dr. Schmid, a trumpet
professor. I learned a great deal from him.
These professors helped me move along as a
musician,” said Daniel.

Prepared for Hollywood Celebrities
by Georgia Southern Experiences

Daniel says his experiences while at Georgia
Southern helped prepare him for working
with high-profile clients in Los Angeles.
“The orchestra conductor at Georgia
Southern actually hooked me up on my
first big gig. The Atlanta Symphony was
performing a concert with Chuck Leavell
and Gregg Allman. I wrote the arrangements
for the orchestra to play with their band,”
said Daniel.
At Joann Kane Music, Dalton has worked
on many recognizable films and TV shows.
“One of the biggest ones was the latest ‘Star
Wars’ movie. We work on all of John Williams’
scores, like ‘Star Wars: The Last Jedi’ and
‘The Post.’ There are just so many that come
through here, it’s hard to think of them all.
We worked on John Krasinski’s new movie,
‘A Quiet Place,’ ‘Mary Poppins Returns,’
‘Christopher Robin,’ ‘Ferdinand,’ and ‘Ready
Player One.’ And then for TV, we work on
‘Family Guy,’ ‘Empire’ and ‘The Simpsons.’
Daniel loves his career.
“There’s something new every day. The
music’s just flooding in and out so quickly…
I just love doing this kind of work. Really it’s
just right for me, you know?”
Georgia Southern had the connections to
get Dalton’s Los Angeles musical career going.
Indeed, it was the right fit. — LIZ WALKER
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YOUR ALUMNI BOARD

Front row, left to right: Samantha Deal, Catherine Kostilnik, Rachel Rhodes-Dyar,
Laney Claxton, Sara Plaspohl, Schuyler Hoynes, Kristen Lord and Patty Parker.
Back row, left to right: Paul Barkley, Jim Joyce, Walt Huggins, Roger Smith,
Lyle Myers, Mark Churchwell, Alton Standifer, Taylor Jones, Michael Gibbs and
Rebecca Carpenter.
Not pictured: Flo Cawley, Kemi Elufiede, Phil Gore, Billy Hickman, Mike Kemp,
Faye Kirschner, Cassian Nunez, Kwame Phillips, Zerik Samples, Jarvis Steele and
Alexis Writch.

The Georgia Southern University Alumni Association Board of
Directors made history Sept. 8, 2018, when the members of the
consolidated board met for their first in-person meeting.
The Georgia Southern Alumni Association fosters relationships
with alumni and friends through programs that promote the growth,
progress and welfare of the newly consolidated Georgia Southern
University. All Georgia Southern alumni and Armstrong alumni
are full members in good standing of the Alumni Association. This
lifelong investment in Georgia Southern centers on engagement and
gives all alumni equal access to alumni programs and services.
No matter where you are in the U.S. or around the world, chances
are there is a loyal group of alumni just around the corner. With more
than 120,000 members and staff based in Statesboro, Savannah and
Atlanta, the Alumni Office will help you find them, join in activities,
and share the satisfaction of celebrating and supporting what your
alma mater has meant to you.

YOUNG ALUMNI BOARD
Alumni aged 40 and under make up more than 40 percent of Georgia
Southern University’s overall alumni base. That represents a significant
proportion of our alumni — and the potential to make a big difference
for the future of Georgia Southern. Originally formed in 2015, the
Georgia Southern University Young Alumni Board includes alumni
from colleges across the University. Their goal, in partnership with
University Advancement, is to keep their peers engaged with the
campus community, both as donors and as volunteers. Contact Gloria
Goosby at gtmorgan@georgiasouthern.edu for more information on
how you can be involved with this dynamic group.
Schuyler Hoynes (‘04) - President

Azell Francis (‘13, ‘15) - President-elect

Other Board Members: James Hammond (’05) - Social engagement committee chair, Dennette Thornton (’01) - Eight.33 Project committee chair, Macey Kilgore
(’15, ’17) - Secretary, Tia Richardson (’07), Alton Standifer (’12, ’14), Katherine Hilson (’12), Kash Trivedi (’10), Dominique Quarles (’11, ’13), M. Taylor Jones (’11, ’13),
Nick Utley (’03, ’05), Mike Sganga (’10), Zach Louis (’10), Kevin Pope (’12), Garrett Alexander (’15, ’17), Jason Ross (’04), and Dylan John (’16, ’18).

Billy Hickman (’74)
was honored as the
2018 Statesboro Herald
Humanitarian of the Year
at the 30th Annual Deen
Day Smith Service to
Mankind Awards gala.
Drew Ernst (’74) has
been named to The Best
Lawyers in America
for 2019. He practices
with HunterMaclean in
Savannah.
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Lovett Bennett Jr. (’78)
has been appointed a
superior court judge on the
Ogeechee Judicial Circuit.
Deborah Nelson (’90) has
been named a Washington
2018 Super Lawyer. Each
year, only five percent of
the lawyers in the state
receive this prestigious
honor. She practices in
Seattle.
Vincent Buggs (’90) has
been confirmed to the

rank of Brigadier General
in the U.S. Army Reserve.
He assumed command
of the 364th Sustainment
Command (Expeditionary),
headquartered in
Marysville, Wa.
Sharon Barrow (’93, ’95)
earned the 2018 National
Association for Career and
Technical Education Career
Guidance Award, which is
sponsored by the U.S. Army.

Karen McNeely Becker
(’94) has joined the
Alabama Community
College System as deputy
chief information officer.

resources analytics rewards
optimization company to
Deloitte Consulting.

of Georgia to become
a Google for Education
Certified Innovator.

Shanan Gwaltney Gibson
(’95) has accepted a
position as dean of the
College of Business at
Texas A&M University.

Janelle Elias (’00)
was hired as dean of
Institutional Effectiveness
and Innovation for Rio
Salado College, a Maricopa
Community College, in
Tempe, Az.

Matthew Dixon (’03)
assumed a new position
as vice president,
treasury services product
management, with BB&T
in March.

Garry Spinks (’96), cofounder of the technology
startup firm, Bug Insights,
has sold the human

Hollie Sisk (’01,’05) was
selected as one of only
1,700 individuals in the
world and 14 in the state

Sarah Boisvert Rule
(’04) was appointed
research ethics and
compliance officer with
the Army Human Research
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2018-19 STUDENT ALUMNI
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS:
Thirty-one students were awarded alumni association scholarships at the
Alumni Board of Directors meeting Sept. 8, totaling more than $40,000.
Abby Anderson, Jule Rossiter Stanfield
Scholarship Fund, Armstrong Campus,
Freshman, History major, Kennesaw, Ga.
Rikki Carter, Betty Treadway Cummings
Alumni Scholarship, Statesboro Campus,
Junior, Nursing major, Evans, Ga.
Samuel Choi, Atlanta Alumni Scholarship,
Statesboro Campus, Senior, Marketing
major, Alpharetta, Ga.
Alajia Colon, Southern Women
Scholarship, Statesboro Campus,
Senior, Information Technology major,
Alpharetta, Ga.
Chakym Cummings, Judge Grady and
Sara Dickey Scholarship, Armstrong
Campus, Junior, Criminal Justice and
Criminology major, Douglas, Ga.
Hannah Dasher, Georgia Southern
University Alumni Association Scholarship,
Statesboro Campus, Senior, Business
Management major, Statesboro, Ga.
Sydney Davidson, Tom Batey, Jr. Alumni
Memorial Scholarship, Statesboro
Campus, Freshman, Exercise Science
major, Dublin, Ga.
Eliana Difuntorum, Black Alumni of
Georgia Southern Scholarship, Statesboro
Campus, Junior, Nursing major,
Statesboro, Ga.
Molly Elenz, Jule Rossiter Scholarship
Fund, Armstrong Campus, Freshman,
Health Science/Radiologic Science major,
Leesburg, Fla.
Robert Ewbank, Armstrong State
University Alumni Scholarship, Armstrong

Protections Office of the
Office of the Surgeon
General of the U.S. Army.
Ben Anderson (’12) has been
named the administrator/
chief operating officer of the
micro-hospital being built by
St. Joseph’s/Candler Health
System in Pooler, Ga.
Justin Humrich (’12) has
been appointed a business
express credit analyst for
South State Bank in SC.

Campus, Senior, Fine Arts and Visual Arts
major, Savannah, Ga.
True Gane, Jule Rossiter Stanfield
Scholarship Fund, Armstrong Campus,
Freshman, Rehabilitation Sciences major,
Valdosta, Ga.
Hannah Hanlon, Armstrong State
University Alumni Scholarship, Armstrong
Campus, Senior, English Communications
major, Alpharetta, Ga.
Elizabeth Hartley, Southern Women
Scholarship, Statesboro Campus, Junior,
Nursing/Health Education and Promotion
major, St. Simons Island, Ga.
Preston Hughes, Georgia Southern
University Alumni Association Scholarship,
Statesboro Campus, Junior, Information
Technology major, Temple, Ga.
Katelyn Law, Frank Hook Alumni
Scholarship, Statesboro Campus, Junior,
Marketing/Sales, Sales Management major,
Americus, Ga.
Frank Martin, Alltel/Chatham County
University Honors Program Alumni
Scholarship, Statesboro Campus,
Freshman, Civil Engineering major,
Savannah, Ga.
Christina Moore, The First 500
Scholarship, Statesboro Campus, Senior,
Early Childhood and Special Education
major, Savannah, Ga.
Lauren Morgan, Captain Bill Winn Alumni
Scholarship, Statesboro Campus, Senior,
Nursing major, Rincon, Ga.

Edward Johnstone, MPH
(’13) accepted a new
position as a clinical trial
monitor at The Johns
Hopkins University School
of Medicine for a National
Institutes of Health-funded
clinical trial on HIVpositive to HIV-positive
kidney transplants.
Madelyn Roush (’13) has
been accepted into the
South University School of
Pharmacy class of 2021.

Sarah Keller White, MPH
(’13) has completed a
Ph.D. in environmental
and global health at the
University of Florida,
where she is working as
a postdoctoral research
associate.
Kwame Phillips (’13,
’15) has been appointed
assistant director of
multicultural affairs at
Johns Hopkins University.

Photo left to right: Jeffrey Young, Samuel Choi, Jack Pharis, True Gane, Abby
Anderson, Jesse Todd, Rylee Siefker and Christina Moore.
Shivani Patel, Arthur M. Gignilliat,
Sr. Scholarship Fund, Armstrong
Campus, Junior, Exercise Science major,
Hawkinsville, Ga.

Ethan Welch, Armstrong State University
Alumni Scholarship, Armstrong Campus,
Junior, Rehabilitation Science major,
Ashland, Mo.

Jack Pharis, Laurens County Alumni
Scholarship, Statesboro Campus,
Freshman, Mechanical Engineering major,
Dublin, Ga.

Kaitlin Wiles, Glynn County Alumni
Scholarship, Statesboro Campus,
Freshman, Biology major, St. Simons
Island, Ga.

Amber Reagan, Class of ’37 Scholarship,
Armstrong Campus, Sophomore,
Psychology major, Clarkston, Wash.
Tynina Reaves, Armstrong State University
Alumni Scholarship, Armstrong Campus,
Senior, Health Services Administration
major, Jesup, Ga.
Rylee Siefker, Jule Rossiter Stanfield
Scholarship Fund, Armstrong Campus,
Freshman, Radiological Sciences major,
Alpharetta, Ga.

Sidney Wise, Susan Rebstock Williams
Southern Women Scholarship, Statesboro
Campus, Sophomore, Computer
Engineering major, Atlanta, Ga.
Samuel Wong, Class of ’37 Scholarship,
Armstrong Campus, Sophomore,
Information Technology Security major,
Hamilton, N.J.

Reese Tierney, Georgia Southern
University Alumni Association Scholarship,
Statesboro Campus, Junior, Pre-Physician’s
Assistant major, Alpharetta, Ga.

Jeffrey Young, Bhatia Foundation
Scholarship (Computer Science),
Armstrong Campus, Master’s, Computer
and Information Science with a
concentration in Data Mining and Internet
Security, Savannah, Ga.

Jesse Todd, Jule Rossiter Stanfield
Scholarship Fund, Armstrong Campus,
Sophomore, Communication Sciences and
Disorders major, Carrollton, Ga.

Jacquelyn Zipperer, Arthur M. Gilnilliat,
Sr. Scholarship Fund, Armstrong
Campus, Freshman, Physics major, Port
Wentworth, Ga.

Michael Medlin (’13, ‘17)
is the new director of
Recreation and Wellness
at the College of Coastal
Georgia in Brunswick.
Christopher Timperio
(’14) was appointed
chief technology officer
for Swissloop in Zurich,
Switzerland.
Kristin Owens Singleton
(’14) was appointed
assistant director of

financial aid at Andrew
College in Cuthbert, Ga.

Page International in
Savannah, Ga.

Kelly O’Toole Reams
(’14, ’15) began working
as a diagnostic medical
sonographer at Liberty
Regional Medical Center in
Hinesville, Ga. in March.

Sara Reynolds (’16) has
a new job as a historical
interpreter at the Georgia
Railroad Museum in
Savannah, Ga.

Hannah Nelson Reyes
(’15) was promoted to
team leader in the Ocean
Export Bookings and
Traffic department of

Ryan Emmons (’16) has
been hired as a finance
operations lead with
Sure Power Consulting in
Marietta, Ga.
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ALUMNI
EVENTS
The Armstrong Campus Alumni Center
hosted a True Blue Open House on
June 21 to introduce Georgia Southern
Alumni to the Armstrong Campus.

Earlier this fall, hundreds of alumni
gave back to the community on
Saturday, Sept. 22 during the National
Day of Service.

Interim President
Shelley Nickel threw out
the honorary first pitch
and Georgia Southern
alumni reconnected at
Georgia Southern Day
at the Atlanta Braves
this past summer.
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Armstrong Pirates Basketball Athletic
Hall of Fame member Ron “Skippy”
Hancock (‘74) launched his new book,
Armstrong Basketball: A Journey
through the Glory Days, on May 10 at
the Armstrong Campus.
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On June 25, Georgia Southern University’s Savannah Office of Alumni Relations
hosted the Golden Graduates Luncheon, an annual tradition that brings together
graduates of Armstrong’s original downtown campus, in the Student Union Ballroom
on the Armstrong Campus.

The Always Strong Celebration was held at the Armstrong Campus on June 1. More
than 250 Armstrong faculty and staff were celebrated with the unveiling of The Wall
of Honor, which remembers the best of Armstrong. The wall plaque is housed in the
Alumni Center on the Armstrong Campus in Burnett Hall.

The Augusta Southern Women Wine Tasting and Silent Auction, benefitting the
Southern Women Scholarship was held Aug. 17 at Cork and Flame in Evans, Ga. The
benefit raised more than $2,500. More than 60 Augusta area alumni and friends
enjoyed the evening.
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SUPPORT

TRUE BLUE
COUPLE MAKES
GIVING BACK
TO GEORGIA
SOUTHERN
A WAY OF LIFE
Giving to Georgia Southern has been a
part of alumni Ken Dyar (’76) and Rachel
Rhodes-Dyar’s (’76) life since the earliest
days of their marriage. At first, their gifts
were small donations they contributed when
they had a little extra money to spare or
when Ken received a bonus at work. Soon,
giving became a habit and the couple found
themselves donating to various campus causes
and eventually endowing a scholarship. Both
Ken and Rachel also serve the University by
volunteering on several University and alumni
committees. For this couple, giving back to
Georgia Southern has become a way of life.

“Every gift counts.
You got a degree from
this University, and it
helped put you where
you are today. I look at
it as giving back.”
“We do greatly enjoy supporting the
University through time, talent and dollars,”
Ken said. “We give to the University because
we love the University.”
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The couple believes every Georgia
Southern graduate has an important
contribution they can make to the University,
and every gift makes an impact.
“Even a deluge starts with a single drop,”
Rachel explained.
“If you would like to give $25 to the
University, it would help,” Ken agreed.
“Every gift counts. You got a degree from this
University, and it helped put you where you
are today. I look at it as giving back.”
The Dyars have contributed to various
campus organizations and University funds,
and endowed the Laura Dyar Journalism
Scholarship in honor of Ken’s greatgrandmother. They’ve seen how their gifts
have been used, and even received a heartfelt
thank you from one student whose education
might have ended without their generosity.
The couple attended a function where
scholarship donors had the chance to meet
scholarship recipients. They were approached
by a student whose education was nearly
derailed by a family crisis.
“We had one pull us aside and say, ‘I
can’t tell you how much this means. I was a
semester and a half away from graduating
and my dad lost his job. I would not have
been able to finish my degree if it were not
for this scholarship.’ Something that you think
is modest can make a world of difference to
somebody else,” Rachel explained.

Ken and Rachel believe the University is a
good steward of their gifts, and point out that
there are many different opportunities to give
and make an impact.
“The University relies on donors for
scholarships,” Ken said. “You can’t attract
the best and brightest students without
scholarships, and you can’t run those top
programs without those students.”
The couple also encourages alumni not to
overlook opportunities to serve the University
on a committee or through an alumni
organization. Not only are alumni giving back
to the University by donating their time and
talent, but they are also connecting with
others who are True Blue and share a love of
Georgia Southern.
Rachel has a favorite story about an
alumnus who graduated from Georgia
Southern decades ago, but never participated
in alumni events until recently. Rachel said
the events opened up a whole new world
of social activities for the man who was
surprised by how much fun he had meeting
other Georgia Southern graduates, and now
never misses an opportunity to be a part of
alumni events. His story is one reason Rachel
thinks every graduate should stay open to the
many opportunities to give and serve that the
University offers.
“Let Georgia Southern impact your life one
more time.” — BETSY NOLEN
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It took 20 long years to build the Great
Pyramid of Giza, but a mere two decades is
nothing compared to the 46-year record of
Georgia Southern’s most dedicated givers.
William “Buddy” Rabitsch, Mike Kennedy,
Paul Akins and Warren “Spike” Jones are
members of an elite group of donors to the
University Foundation who have given every
year since 1972 – 46 years.
Buddy Rabitsch came to Georgia
Southern on Jan. 1, 1973, as associate
controller. He was later promoted to
controller and served the University
until his retirement in 1998. He’s been
contributing since his earliest days at
Georgia Southern.
“At first, I made most of my contributions
to the Controller’s office to help out with
items that state money could not be used
for,” said Rabitsch. “Then, in later years, I
also contributed to the Center for Wildlife
Education and to the Botanical Garden
because of their impact not only on

Statesboro and Bulloch County, but also on
the entire region,” he added.
Though a 25-year employee, Rabitsch
actually began his association with the
University well before his work here. “I was
a member of the freshman class of 1955,” he
said. “It was Georgia Teachers College when
I completed my B.S. and Georgia Southern
when I received my MBA. Through the
years, I’ve seen the school experience
amazing growth, especially in the number
of students enrolled and the number and
kinds of programs offered.
“During the Blue Tide era and even much
later, it would have been almost impossible
to imagine that the college would one day be
a university with more than 27,000 students
on three separate campuses,” he said.
Rabitsch and his wife Sandra, a retired
University English assistant professor,
continue to reside in Bulloch County.
Paul Akins, a Georgia Tech grad, and
his wife, Jo, founded the Paul S. Akins
Company in 1968 and have built the
Statesboro-based firm into a multifaceted
regional construction enterprise. Akins
was instrumental in the startup of what
grew into the University’s construction
management program by giving their time
to teach students in the program’s early
days. He says he is a firm believer in the

value of long-term giving, and set aside
funds to support the University through
good years and lean.
Longtime donor Mike Kennedy is a 1962
University alumnus and head of Kennedy
Industries, a masonry manufacturing
company producing concrete block, pavers,
mortar, bulk sand and stone. He and his
wife, Verdery, established the Mike and
Verdery Kennedy Strings and Choral
Performance Scholarship in honor of their
mothers, Ellen Kennedy and Verdery Boyd,
both of whom had a passion for strings and
choral music. Verdery is a former Georgia
Southern professor.
Warren Jones served as a professor of
psychology and dean of the then, School of
Arts and Sciences at Georgia Southern for
21 years. He arrived at Georgia Southern in
1972 after serving at Stetson University and
the University of Louisville. He and his wife,
Donna, a retired University English professor,
have supported a number of campus
endeavors over the years, especially the
Georgia Southern Museum and the Garden.
In 2014, friends and former colleagues
honored Jones when they established the
Warren. F. “Spike” Jones Endowment to
provide scholarships to students in the
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences.
— DAVID THOMPSON
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1930s
Marian Nelson
Kleeman (’39) died Feb.
7, 2018, in Savannah.
She was a successful
real estate agent.
Frank Barragan Jr.
(’38), a Savannah native,
died March 14, 2018, at
age 99. He served in the
U.S. Air Force during
World War II, then
returned to Savannah
where he had a long
career at Savannah
Gas Company. He later
served as president
and CEO of the North
Carolina Natural Gas
Corporation. He was
a former president
of the Armstrong
Alumni Association
and a member of the
Armstrong Foundation
Board of Trustees.

1940s
Shirley Jones Marks
(’49) passed away Feb.
14, 2018, in hospice care
in Savannah. She had a
career as an executive
secretary.
Frances Geiger Hayes
(’49), a former resident
of Byron, Georgia, died
Feb. 22, 2018, at age 92
in Wilmington, North
Carolina. She raised
four children and was a
kindergarten teacher for
many years.
Helen “Boots” Andrews
Bryant (’49) of Savannah
was surrounded by
family when she died
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Alma Smith Mitcham
(’47) died April 13, 2018,
in Ludowici, Georgia, at
age 91. She was a retired
Long County educator.
Jack Douglas (’49)
died April 13, 2018, in
Waycross, Georgia, at
age 90. The Korean War
veteran was a retired
high school educator in
Ware County.

Emily Gould Leigh
(’38) was surrounded by
family when she passed
away July, 10, 2018, in St.
Augustine, Florida. She
was a payroll account
manager and excelled at
playing bridge. She died
four months shy of her
100th birthday.

60

March 28, 2018. She was
a longtime community
volunteer.

Andy Ernst (’42) of
Savannah died April 25,
2018, at age 94. The
World War II veteran
was a descendant of
the Salzburgers who
settled in Ebenezer
near Savannah in
1734. He managed and
later owned the family
business, the Stamp and
Stencil Company.
Alma Cato (’44) of
Rincon, Georgia, died
Aug. 9, 2018, at age
93. She retired from
International Paper.
1950s
William Thaggard
(’59) of Augusta,
Georgia, died Nov. 5,
2016. The educator in
Savannah was passionate
about competing
in weightlifting
tournaments and
composing philosophical
articles.
Willis Hughes (’59) of
Blairsville, Georgia, died
Jan. 4, 2018. The U.S.
Navy veteran worked
for the Army Corps of
Engineers, the Savannah
River site lock and dam
and the Fort Stewart
power plant.
Mary Jane Barnhardt
Denny (’50) of Tucker,
Georgia, died Jan.
9, 2018, surrounded

by family. She was
employed by Dekalb
County and city of
Decatur school systems.
Melvin Johnson (’59)
died Feb. 17, 2018, at
Augusta University
Medical Center. He
was a teacher, athletics
coach and the associate
superintendent of
Jefferson County
Schools in Louisville,
Georgia. He served 21
years in the Georgia
National Guard and the
U. S. Army.
Jerry Manley (’56) of
Girard, Georgia, died
March 6, 2018, at age
86. He grew up in
Waynesboro, Georgia,
and was a teacher in
Florida, and in Burke
and Richmond counties
in Georgia.
J. Fred Pierce (’54)
of Savannah died
in hospice care
April 13, 2018. The
retired executive vice
president of WJCL
was instrumental in
the television exposure
Eagle football teams
received when the sport
returned to Georgia
Southern. He is a
member of the Georgia
Southern University
Athletic Hall of Fame.
Arnold Sims (’57) died
April 23, 2018, at his
home in Pooler, Georgia.
He retired from Frances
Meyer, Inc.
Rev. Griffin Thompson
(’56) of Wrens, Georgia,
died May 4, 2018, at
age 91, at his home
following a long illness.
The longtime educator
served as a minister
in the South Georgia
Conference of the
United Methodist
Church.

Frances Cherry Bishop
(’56) of Albany, Georgia,
died May 13, 2018,
following a battle with
kidney disease. In her
second career, the
former teacher worked
as a dental hygienist
until age 83.
Gay Kimbrough Dull
(’51) of Stone Mountain,
Georgia, died May 26,
2018, at age 88. The
educator was an avid
supporter of Georgia
Southern and served
on the University
Foundation Board. She
was the first trustee to
become an emeritus. She
was also an honorary
alumna of Georgia Tech,
where her late husband
served as dean of
students for 34 years.
Jeanine English Webb
(’55) of Fort Valley,
Georgia, passed away
June 9, 2018. She taught
in Peach County schools
for more than 30 years.
Marjorie Noble Lloyd
(’53) of Pawley’s Island,
South Carolina, passed
away July 13, 2018. She
was a retired educator.
Trellie Woodard
Shepherd (’53) of
McDonough, Georgia,
died July 31, 2018, at
age 97. She was a retired
elementary school
teacher in the Dodge
County School System.
Edgar Edwards (’50) of
Hinesville, Georgia, died
Aug. 1, 2018, at age 92.
The World War II Navy
veteran was a teacher,
principal, coach and
the superintendent of
Liberty County public
schools. He was a past
recipient of the Georgia
Superintendent of the
Year award.

Ralph Parsons (’52)
died Aug. 10, 2018, at
his home in Vidalia,
Georgia. He played
baseball and basketball
at Georgia Southern
and was inducted into
the Georgia Southern
University Athletic Hall
of Fame. The Korean
War veteran had a 43year career as a teacher,
coach and administrator
at Vidalia High School.
Talmadge Rushing (’54)
of Tallahassee, Florida,
died at home Sept. 1,
2018. He retired from
the U.S. Army after 30
years of service, and had
a 33-year career with the
Florida Department of
Education.
1960s
Robert Cassidy (’68)
died Jan. 11, 2018, at
his home in Savannah.
He had a long career in
the banking industry,
including positions as a
bank president.
Donald Toole (’69) of
Sylvania, Georgia, died
March 11, 2018. He was
a teacher, coach and
administrator in Screven
County Schools for
38 years.
Clifton Baxter, Ed.D.,
(’62) of Tifton, Georgia,
died March 20, 2018, in
assisted living care. The
professor emeritus had
an extensive career in
higher education.
James Crews (’66) of
Folkston, Georgia, died
March 21, 2018, in
hospice care. During a
30-year naval career,
he served deployments
on the USS Intrepid,
USS Essex and several
other aircraft carriers.
The U.S. Navy Reserve
veteran also retired from
a 31-year career as a
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caseworker and director
with the Charlton
County Department of
Children and Family
Services.
Dolores Davis Walden
(’69, ’81), of Soperton,
Georgia, died March 27,
2018. She was a retired
educator.
Sammy Powell (’63) of
Chamblee, Georgia, died
April 16, 2018. During
the four years he served
in the U.S. Air Force, he
was a member of the
Air Police who guarded
the U.S. atomic weapon
storage depot at Bossier
Base in Louisiana. An
industrial arts teacher,
he was the Georgia
statewide coordinator
for industrial arts and
vocational education.
Fleta Hardie Phillips
(’67) of Gordon, Georgia,
passed away at her
home June 3, 2018. She
was employed by Kraft
Foods.
Edward Haymans (’61)
of Hinesville, Georgia,
died unexpectedly June
22, 2018, in Jacksonville,
Florida. He retired as
the administrative vice
president and controller
of Coastal Utilities.
Haymans was proud
to be instrumental in
promoting Georgia
Southern Athletics.
Stephen Colson Sr.
(’68) of Birmingham,
Alabama, died July 3,
2018. He served in the
U.S. Army from 196874, and earned two
Bronze Star medals. In
his professional career,
he operated and owned
movie theaters.
Albert (“Ab”) Roesel
Jr. (’67, ’92) of Conyers,
Georgia, died July 11,
2018, after a truck struck
his bicycle. During

the Vietnam War, he
served as a medevac
helicopter pilot earning
a Bronze Star and the
rank of captain. He was
a mathematics educator
and a social justice and
environmental activist.
Elder Wayne Gibbs
(’66) died Aug. 7, 2018,
in hospice care in
Statesboro. He served in
the ministry at Primitive
Baptist churches in
Middleground, Metter
and Savannah, Georgia.
Julia Price Bragan (’62)
died in Statesboro Aug.
31, 2018, after a long
battle with Parkinson’s
disease. She had a
passion for teaching
and was an elementary
school teacher in
Cincinnati.
Peter “Pete” Walker
Hendry (‘65) passed
away Sept. 8, 2018, on
Tybee Island under
the care of Bethany
Hospice, and his family.
He played basketball at
Armstrong State. Hendry
owned and operated
the Shipwreck Club on
Hilton Head Island and
worked for National and
PanAm airlines.
1970s
Michael “Doc” Lewis
Holiday (’74) died in
hospice care Dec. 21,
2017, after a long illness.
He was first a coach and
teacher and then an
insurance agent for three
decades.
Lillian Richardson
Washington (’78)
died at her home in
Savannah Jan. 2, 2018.
During her career, she
was a program director
overseeing multiple
childcare facilities.

Jill Hutchins Greene
(’77) of Chagrin Falls,
Ohio, died in hospice
care Jan. 21, 2018, on
her 75th birthday. She
had a 30-year career
in the travel industry
that spanned Savannah,
Atlanta and Cleveland.
David Buchanan (’78)
of Gainesville, Georgia,
died Feb. 11, 2018. He
was an attorney.
Kenneth Califf (’73)
of Gray, Georgia, died
March 5, 2018. He was
a 30-year employee of
Brown and Williamson
cigarette plant.
Georgeann Vick
Schanke (’71) of
Dawsonville, Georgia,
died March 6, 2018,
following a brief illness.
She was a former
elementary school
teacher and teacher of
the year.
John Barry Mock
(’70) of Columbia,
South Carolina, died
unexpectedly on
March 14, 2018. He
was a psychiatric social
worker in the U.S.
Army, and had a 31-year
career with the South
Carolina Department of
Corrections.
Carol Harrison White
(’71) passed away March
17, 2018, at her home
in Brunswick, Georgia.
She was a retiree of the
Wayne County Board of
Education.
Ronald “Ron” King
(’77) of Lawrenceville,
Georgia, died April 6,
2018, from car accident
injuries. He was a utility
company executive.
Rev. John Brewer (’72)
of Ailey, Georgia, died
April 7, 2018, after a
long illness. He was a
pastor and an English

and literature professor
for 39 years at BrewtonParker College.
Oscar “Buddy” Davis
III (’70) of Bainbridge,
Georgia, died April 15,
2018. The retired U.S.
Postal Service employee
served in the U.S. Army
during the Vietnam War
era and the Georgia
National Guard.
Emily Weatherly (’76)
of Florence, South
Carolina, died in hospice
care April 25, 2018. She
was a teacher and an art
gallery owner.
Mary Mixon Bailey
(’74) died May 6, 2018,
in Savannah. She was
a critical care nurse at
Memorial Hospital for
almost 30 years.
Crystal Hunter
Flathman (’73)
of Savannah, was
surrounded by family
when she passed on
May 8, 2018. During
her career in education,
she was a teacher and
principal at schools in
the Savannah area.
Charles “Skip”
Hankins (’79) formerly
of Savannah, died
May 26, 2018, in
Mulvane, Kansas. He
had a 30-year career in
information technology.
June Miller Hammonds
(’71) of Eatonton,
Georgia, died May 31,
2018. She was a popular
retired home economics
teacher, transforming
many student’s lives with
her teaching.
James “Spider”
Sikes Jr. (’76) passed
away June 4, 2018, in
Savannah at age 62.
Bettina “Tina” Boney
Beecher (’71) of
Savannah, died June
16, 2018, at Candler

Hospital. She was a high
school teacher, legal
secretary and part owner
of Red Maple Farm in
Effingham County.
Earl “Pete” Rowe (’72)
of Savannah died July 1,
2018. Early in his career,
he was a freight truck
driver but soon opened
Rowe Supply Company,
an independent roofing
distributor.
William Bainbridge
(’74) of Aiken, South
Carolina, died July 4,
2018, at his home. He
was employed by the
Southern Company
and several large
construction companies.
Bainbridge was a U.S.
Navy veteran of the
Vietnam War.
Rev. Dale Thornton
(’76) died unexpectedly
July 6, 2018, at home in
Hinesville, Georgia. He
was an accomplished
musician and an elder
in the South Georgia
Conference of the
United Methodist
Church. During his years
as a pastor, he served
churches in Macon,
Albany, Waycross, St.
Mary’s and Hinesville.
David Spillman (’72) of
Statesboro, died July 24,
2018 at Memorial Health
University Medical
Center. The retired
banker and business
manager at Georgia
Southern was a veteran
of the U.S. Navy and was
awarded the National
Defense Service Medal.
Horace Shewmaker
(’76) of Cobbtown,
Georgia, died at age
90, Aug. 5, 2018, of
complications from
Alzheimer’s disease.
The U.S. Air Force
lieutenant colonel and
pilot flew combat in the
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Korean War and Vietnam
conflict. In a later career,
he served as a property
assessor in Tattnall
County.
William (Bill) Allen
Jr. (’70) of Brunswick,
Georgia, died in hospice
care at his home Aug.
8, 2018. The decorated
Vietnam veteran
served as an officer
in the U.S. Army from
1965-70. In his career
with the Federal Law
Enforcement Training
Center, he led ten
different support
divisions. Allen also
taught at College of
Coastal Georgia.

Albert Roughen Jr. (’81)
died March 8, 2018, in
hospice care in Bluffton,
South Carolina. He
began his career as a
high school teacher
and later owned a
construction company in
Eatonton, Georgia.
Derek Proctor (‘86) of
Stilson, Georgia, died
suddenly March 16,
2018. He had a diverse
career exercising
his engineering and
problem-solving gifts
with various companies
in Statesboro.

Joseph Strickland Jr.
(’73) of Sautee, Georgia,
died Aug. 12, 2018.
The U.S. Army veteran
served in Vietnam and
had leading roles in
the banking industry,
including as the president
of several banks.
William “Bill” Brannen
(’79) of Statesboro died
Aug. 19, 2018, following
a brief illness. He was
a land developer and
the owner/operator of
Southside Beverage and
Gas Station in Statesboro
for many years.
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Thomas F. Chalker
III (’86) of Decatur,
Georgia, passed away
Jan. 27, 2018.
Mark Tillman (’85)
of Savannah, died
Feb. 7, 2018. He was
a former pitcher for
Armstrong and was an
environmental health
and safety manager for a
chemical company.

James Gilliamsen
Jr. (’74) of Savannah
died Aug. 11, 2018, at
Memorial University
Medical Center. The
U.S. Air Force veteran
was a former captain
with the Savannah Fire
Department and retired
as the parking services
coordinator for the City
of Savannah. He also
was a former area sales
manager for a brewing
company.
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1980s

James Philip Lee (’85)
passed away March
18, 2018, at his home
in Eatonton, Georgia.
He had a career in
engineering and
construction, including
the design and building
of 911 cell towers.
Debbie Wyndham
Helmly (’87) of Claxton,
Georgia, died March 27,
2018, at her home. She
worked as a nurse in
Savannah hospitals and
owned a hospice care
facility.
Thaddeus James (T.J.)
Morris III (’84) of
Statesboro died at his
home July 23, 2018. He
was a playwright and
worked in the travel
industry in Seattle and
Hilton Head.

Professor Frank Clancy
Jr. of Richmond Hill,
Georgia, died at home July
21, 2018. Known to
generations of students as
“The Professor,” he taught
English literature,
specializing in Irish
literature at Armstrong
State University. He
organized the annual
Sebastian Dangerfield St.
Patrick’s Week Irish
Literature Celebration and
initiated his “Bloomsday” lectures to celebrate the Life
of Irish writer James Joyce. He ran in more than 20
marathons, including the Boston Marathon.
Albert Franklin
Coleman III (’85)
died July 23, 2018, at
Piedmont Hospital in
Atlanta. The native of
Portal, Georgia, was a
gifted singer and worked
as a tour guide for
student groups.

played football for the
Georgia Southern Eagles
from 1982-86 and was
a starting linebacker
on the 1985 and 1986
national championship
teams. He was a
defensive line coach for
the Eagles from 1990-91.

Alan Patterson (’82) of
Midway, Georgia, died
in hospice care July 27,
2018, after a long illness.
The Eagle Scout and
retired Master Sergeant
served in the Air Force
National Guard for
nearly 20 years. Proud
of his Irish heritage,
he served for over 20
years as a member of the
Savannah St. Patrick’s
Day Parade Committee.

Michalle Aldridge
Quarles (‘87) of
Savannah, passed
away on Sept. 4, 2018,
at Memorial Hospital
surrounded by her
husband, family and
friends. An educator
and cheerleading and
dance team coach at
Armstrong State College,
her passions were family,
grandchildren and her
students.

Denise Sutton Klesick
(’81, ’87, ’98) of Pooler,
Georgia, died at her
home Aug. 16, 2018.
She was a teacher of
students with intellectual
disabilities and helped
all students with
disabilities make the
transition from high
school.

Barbara Burton
Hanzalik (’92) of St.
Simons Island, Georgia,
died March 21, 2018.
She served as the
publicist for First Baptist
Church of St. Simons.

Daniel Durham (’87,
’92) of Hamilton,
Georgia, died Aug. 16,
2018. The former high
school football coach
and athletics director

1990s

Eve Wright Wheeler
(’92) of Gainesville,
Florida, died April 28,
2018. She was a nurse
for nearly 20 years and
started a second career
as an artist.

Raymond Smith III (’90)
died unexpectedly on
June 30, 2018, while
hiking in Shenandoah
National Park in Virginia.
He was a 26-year
employee of the National
Rifle Association in
Fairfax, Virginia.
Wendy Jones
Nunnemaker (’99) of
Gray, Georgia, died
Aug. 5, 2018. She was a
kindergarten teacher at
Mattie Wells Elementary
School.
Dorothy Porter
McNerney (’90) of
Savannah died Aug.
22, 2018. She enjoyed
traveling and playing
bridge.
2000s
Heidi Kirby Akins (’10)
died Feb. 21, 2018, at
her home in the Atlanta
area. After raising her
four children, she had
a career as a hospitality
manager.
Marilyn Capps Canady
(’06, ’09) of St. Simons
Island, Georgia, passed
away Feb. 25, 2018.
She worked in special
education in the Glynn
County School System.
Joseph Lupus (’15) of
Savannah died May
22, 2018. He was a
member of the Savannah
Metropolitan Police
Department.
Katherine Horton Doyle
(’06) of Richmond Hill,
Georgia, died June 18,
2018, at St. Joseph’s
Hospital. She worked
in dental sales, winning
numerous awards.
Aric Warsaw (’07) of
Rincon, Georgia, died
peacefully at home June
28, 2018. He had a twoyear battle with synovial
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cell sarcoma. He was
a network engineer at
Gulfstream Aerospace.
Eddie “Coach” Mock
(’00) of Metter, Georgia,
died July 3, 2018, from
injuries sustained in an
automobile accident. He
served in the U.S. Air
Force for 10 years and
was a teacher and coach
at several south Georgia
high schools.
Theodore “Ted” Gallop
(’11) of Statesboro died
in hospice care July
24, 2018. He was the
manager of Galactic
Comics and Games. Ted
was a Statesboro icon,
who influenced several
generations to become
better readers through
comic books.
EAGLE NATION
Professor Emeritus
Thomas “Tommy”
Singletary (’59) died
in hospice care at
his Statesboro home
April 19, 2018. He
joined the Georgia
Southern industrial arts
department in 1961 and
retired after 31 years
of teaching electronics.
The onetime department
head was also a gifted

musician, woodworking
artisan and an authority
on antique radio
cabinetry and circuitry.
Vice President
Emeritus Richard
Armstrong passed
away May 27, 2018, at
Ogeechee Area Hospice
in Statesboro. He was
the vice president for
business and finance at
Georgia Southern from
1985-97. Armstrong
was commissioned as a
second lieutenant in the
U.S. Army, and retired
from the Army Reserves
as a colonel after 30
years of service.
Jack Miller, a former
dean of the Georgia
Southern College of
Education, died April
2, 2018. He endowed
the College’s Jack Miller
Faculty Awards and later
in his career served as
president of Central
Connecticut State
University.
Professor Emeritus
Stephen Kwasi
Agyekum of Savannah,
died June 1, 2018.
The early childhood
professor received the
Award for Distinguished
Faculty Service to the
Community and retired

Coach Jack Stallings
died in Tallahassee June
20, 2018, at age 87. He
was the head coach of the
Eagle baseball team from
1976-99, and remains the
winningest coach in Eagle
baseball history. He led
the team to a College
World Series appearance
in 1990, five NCAA
postseason appearances
and three Southern Conference titles. He was also a
professor in the health and kinesiology department.
The University retired his No. 1 jersey in his honor and
he was inducted into the Georgia Southern Athletics
Hall of Fame in 2004.

after 28 years of service
on the Armstrong
Campus.
Professor Edward
Strauser of Rincon,
Georgia, died suddenly
June 8, 2018, in Sonora,
California. He was a
retired professor of
education.
Sean Eastman, a
mathematics professor,
passed away June 12,
2018, after a battle with
cancer. He joined the
Armstrong Campus
faculty in 2005, and
maintained an active
research program,
including publications
with undergraduate
students and frequent
presentations at national
conferences. In 2016, he
was awarded the Lorrie
and Kevin Hoffman
Mathematics Faculty
Research Award.
Professor Emerita
Bobbie ElLaissi of
Statesboro died June
24, 2018, at Ogeechee
Area Hospice. She
was a professor in
Georgia Southern’s
College of Education.
During her tenure, she
served on numerous
University committees
and professional
organizations.
Professor Emeritus
Robert Barrow died
June 30, 2018, in
Hampton, Virginia. The
associate professor of
history served in the U.S.
Coast Guard and was
a member of Delta Chi
and Phi Alpha Theta
fraternities.
Mary Thornton, Ph.D.,
of Statesboro died at her
home July 22, 2018. She
retired after 16 years as
director of the RN-to-BSN

Professor Emeritus James Oliver Jr. (’52) died July
18, 2018, in Statesboro. An international expert in
tick-borne disease research, the Callaway Professor
of Biology served as the director of the Institute of
Arthropodology and Parasitology at Georgia Southern
University. He was instrumental in bringing the U.S.
National Tick Collection to Georgia Southern from the
Smithsonian Institute in 1990. He served as president
of such organizations as the Entomological Society of
America, the Acarological Society of America and the
Southeastern Society of Parasitologists.
program in the Georgia
Southern University
School of Nursing.
Muriel Bryant of
Statesboro died in
hospice care Aug. 1,
2018. She was a nurse
in the Georgia Southern
infirmary and retired
after 30 years of service.

an important role in the
formation of the Averitt
Center for the Arts. His
artwork was used in
the official seal for the
City of Statesboro, the
Bulloch County seal, the
Kiwanis Ogeechee Fair
logo and the Statesboro
Bicentennial logo.

Professor Emeritus
Joseph Olson Jr. of
Statesboro, died Aug.
15, 2018, at age 92. He
was an art professor at
Georgia Southern for
more than 30 years.
His work has displayed
in exhibitions all over
the world. He played
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C O N TA C T U S
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
and other submissions are
encouraged.
Georgia Southern magazine
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Statesboro, GA 30460-8055
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CLASS CHRONICLES and
alumni updates may be sent to
Office of Alumni Relations
P.O.Box 8055
Statesboro, GA 30460-8055
magazine@georgiasouthern.edu

FOR AD SALES contact
the Office of Strategic
Communications and
Marketing by email:
marketing@georgiasouthern.edu

Georgia Southern magazine
is published biannually
for Alumni and Friends of
Georgia Southern University
by the Office of Strategic
Communications and
Marketing.

Georgia Southern
University is a member of
the University System of
Georgia and an Affirmative
Action/Equal Opportunity
institution.

11/13/18 2:14 PM

SNOW DAY
Jan. 3, 2018, saw a rare snow day close
all three campuses. Savannah received
the heaviest snow in the area, turning
the Armstrong Campus a wintry white.
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SUPPORT
We All Scream...

for Students

True Blue Ice Cream is now
available on the Statesboro
Campus at the GUS Marts in the
Russell Student Union and the IT
Building, and on the Armstrong
Campus in the Student Union. True
Blue is also available at Leopold’s
in downtown Savannah!
Leopold’s will donate a
percentage of True Blue ice
cream sales to alumni
scholarships.

STAY CONNECTED
with the Eagle Nation

BUSINESSES
or list your alumni
owned business!
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/AlumniOwned

UPDATE your
contact information
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/alumni
FOLLOW us
@GeorgiaSouthernAlumni
@GASouthernAlums
@gsalumni
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